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F YOU are a conscientious manufacturer, you 
rightly will be concerned in making your products 
better and more desirable than those of your com- 
petitors. But whose product will the thousands of 

| prospective purchasers in The Sunday School Times 
' amily think of when they are about to make a 
























“frequency..with which you a 
challenged their attention in the advi 
of the Times will be, in a large sense, the de 
ing factor. 
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The Three Crosses 
" By George W. Tuttle 


NE died in sin—O awful death ! 
Impenitent ! 
‘One died to sin— forever died ! 
The penitent! 
One is | for sin—-_He whom in love 




















the. ator ot Being Rich |: 

It is “a ‘duty to be rich. It is q duty to desire 
isa one ‘to Se ourselves with treas- 
é “paxs: ' But the ure bags, power, and’ riches 
eS. are: to-go" plier pr be of the sort that God 

roves. Most. men want riches of another. ‘sort. 
e Lord Jesus bey a str word in characterizing 
the man who chose his own es, calling him, “Thou 
fool.” Our Lord said, “So is he that layeth up treas- 
ure for himself, and is not rich toward God.” Thus 
Christ taught that it és a duty to be “rich toward 
God,” and anything else is folly. In the same dis- 
course the’ Lord said, “Seek ye the kingdom of God,” 
and “provide yourselves bags which wax not old, a 
treasure in the heavens that faileth not” (Luke 12: 

31, 33). He gave the reason for all this in the words, 

‘For where your treasure is, there will your heart 
be also.” He urged the seeking of real riches, which 
would be protected by God himself, in the heavens, 
“where no thief. approacheth, neither moth corrupt- 
eth.” God provides the fire and burglary insurance 
against any loss there. Christ wants our hearts to, be 
in God's safe-keeping, as well as our riches, so he 
tells us where to deposit our riches. When we have 
thus become wealthy, we may have Paul’s confidence, 
“I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that 
he is able to keep that which I have committed unto 
“Rim” (2 Pies 1:12), 


‘3 Pd 
E Sst inderesiad in the Future Life? 


Who is not aa rs in immortality ? Many - 
fey are not, . Alvin Orr, in his booklet ‘ 
ath End Au?” says keenly: “One reason that ae 





cannot let this question alone is that death does not 
let us alone.” Satan’s great attack upon God and 
man has always been by his lying effort to convince 
men that they may safely ignore the question of death, 
His first lie to. mankind was in the words in the Gar- 
den of Eden, “Ye shall not surely die.” That lie is 
echoed on every hand today, by foolish, sinning, senti- 
mental, and gullible men and women in the slogan, 
“There is no death.” Meantime and unceasingly death 
keeps at work, doing its deadly business. Yet from 
the time Satan uttered that first lie down to this pres- 
ent moment God has fully and freely told lost ‘sinners 
the way of life. God never denies the fact of death, 
but exposes it in all its loathesome, revolting reality; 
and the Son of God took it to himself, dying as our 
substitute, “that through death he might destroy him 
that had the power of death, that is, the devil” (Heb. 
2:14). Those who accept the blood-and-death sacri- 
fice of Christ as their Saviour, though they may have 
to pass through the experience of death before his 
return, shall some day be raised from the dead in their 
bodies even after their spirits have Zone to be with the 
Lord; and then indeed death will have to leave them 
forever alone. “The last enemy that shall be destroyed 
is death” (1 Cor. 15:26). Death is real; death is 
an enemy; but Christ is real, and Christ, who is the 
Resurrection and the Life, is greater than death. 


x 
How Great Is Grace? 


One cannot know all that God’s grace means until 

he can say, “I know even as also I am known.” The 
arl ters of Romans tell us of the sweeping, in- 
ia@.theshuman race. They 

“Chapters of the tire 
agic descriptions of sin and 
well rush us into hopeless- 
ay or other evan- 

gelist of coda “po such .invectives 
against sin and ers. as these) of God. _Then 
comes the marvelous word: .“ ‘where sin abounded, 
grace did much ‘more abound,” Grace is greater than 
po But have swe realized that grace is greater than 
works? . is greater than our worst sins, and 

oo than our best works, —even those supernatural, 


Spirit-empowered works done in the name of Jesus 


“The ‘Seven Colors 


VEVEN pritnay: ‘loins. Bive all the glory to the 
covenant bow. in’ the cloud. They represent all 
the shades of beauty. Seven great affirmations 
nT the stim’ total “of “Christian doctrine. The 
icities of the Christian: faith are quite as won- 
ger ul as its “complexities. In seventeen words the 
- supreme firalities “of the: Christian faith may be stated: 


Gon. 1s, 

Gor CREATED, . 

Gop SPAKE. 

Gop CAME, 

Gop REDEEMED. 

Gop 1S HERE, 

Gop IS COMING AGAIN, 


Here we have the seven segments of the complete 
circle of Christian doctrine. The most arresting, 
awakening, and arousing thing in the world today is 
the persistence of Christian faith, Amid noisy denials, 
reckless repudiations, sophistica!l satire, lame logic, 
and appalling apostasies, one would expect that be- 
lievers in supernatural religion with its rede ptive 
urge would weaken in their assurance of, « Pes 
chance give up, their insistent affirmations. a , 
ical Christianity, though temporarily crushed, ex mp 
and sometimes baffled, but never beaten, putea 
course unrestrained and undismayed in 
the storm. 











“Qh, that I knew where I might find ici !” is is dig 
universal cry’ until he is found at manger, cross, 


throne. Normal humanity refuses to be confined’ 
within the visible and tangible. The consciousness of 
the Infinite was implanted by almighty God and is in- 
eradicable. In their more thoughtful moods men know 
that infinite values and realities lie behind the cosmic 


and to the glory of God. When the Lord sent out the 
seventy to proclaim the kingdom and work miracles, 
they “returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even the 
devils are subject unto us through thy name.” The 
Lord confirmed their report, assuring them that he 
gave them “power .. . over all the power of the 
enemy,” and then he added what has seemed to many a 
strange saying: “Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, 
that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather re- 
joice, because your names are written in heaven.” 

Their good works, delivering people from the power 
of Satan, were blessed indeed; but God’s gift of life 
to them was more blessed. What we do for God in 
Christ’s name is great, but what God has done for 
us in Christ’s name is greater. 


ax 


Still a Christian 
There is no safeguarding like the Word of God. 
One who brings all teaching to the test of the Word 
can know what to accept and what to reject. A cul- 
tured young Englishman, son of a consecrated mis- 
sionary, has been studying at a world-famous uni- 
versity in Great Britain and is about to return to the 
foreign mission field to give his life to work there 
with his father. Speaking recently before a Chris- 
tian business men’s organization in Philadelphia, he 
uttered this significant sentence: “I thank God that, 
after five years in a theological seminary, I am still 
a Christian.’ Those are startling words, and sad, 
and strange. Yet they are not strange to those who 
have kept close to God’s Word. For the very chapter 
in the New Testament that tells us that the Holy 
Scriptures are able to make us wise unto salvation, 
and that. ‘‘all oc ipeure 5 is vey by inspiration of God, 
J for reproof, for cor- 





rection, Co) Z 
that “in the last Bays perilous? mes shall come” 
men “having a form of liness, but denying’ the 
power thereof; . ... ever learning, and never able to 
come to the knowledge of the truth’ (2 Tim. 3). 
But every young Timothy of today, and every a 
Paul, and every other. Christian, may live safely, right- 
cously,. and believingly even in this poisonous atmos- 
ges and continue tobe “stifl.a cat yal if by the 
ord he is “throughly sect. lie: 1 good works.” 





we ‘% 


4 
° e 9 e 3 

in Faith’s Rainbow 

curtain. Humanity refuses, tobe Satisfied with ex- 
plorations on the ec of the. ¥ ible, valley. 

The lure of the is persuasive and 
powerful. The. fires p a uations hope cannot be 
wet-blanketed by a-naturalistic philosophy. Modern 
educational programs and processes tend to opiate the 
very faculties which. are reaching out after God, but 
belief still persists. Intoxicated by unprecedented mas- 
tery of nature, mankind. is applauding the superman, 
but there is still a sober remnant whose unyielding hold 
on the invisible and the eternal is- powerfully influ- 
ential. Ossified by selfishness, refrigerated by indif- 
ference, the heart of humanity still calls for a vision 
of aifter-death realities. Since God parted the cur- 
tains of his universe and visibly walked among men 
in the person of Christ, faith in the supernatural has 

- energized the imagination and vitalized human will. 

-The most important body of truth in the world is 
that represented in the term Christian faith, The 
longing to know self, God, and the relations between 
the two, makes it impossible to abandon the desire 
ae a clearer perception of duty and destiny, The 
; to dismiss and moral accountability is just 

as futile as the attempt to banish self-consciousness. 

: Convi are commanding. A man 

P finat faith has no more moral lift- 
ian one standing in quicksand has physical 


aly, "there are thousands of people who, like 

man in mid-air, are ee sometime and some- 
‘where to land on their fee The hopeless and help- 
less drifting toward he where wreck is inevit- 
able is due to the foolish assumption that everything 
in the nature of religious belief .is. in a ei flux. 
It is something for one to be willing: $6:@i@ for his 


sie ? 
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convictions, but it is much more important to have 
convictions worth dying for. 

The maps and charts that have been proved accurate 
and rehable by thousands of voyagers are to be trusted 
and accepted. Nothing is more irrational than to 
throw them into the discard. What could be more 
futile, foolish, and inane than to make the demand 
that in many modern educational processes is made 
that the student approach any and all subjects with a 
mind as blank as an unmarked sheet of paper! This 
assumes that to no one before the present moment has 
any truth been revealed worthy of immediate recog- 
nition, A student with a normal mind could not, if 
he would, bring himself into such a dehumanized state 
of nonentity, The criteria by, which truth is deter- 
mined are well known. Principles and propositions 
that successfully stand the test of all the criteria of 
truth are to be accepted at their face value. Negations 
generate no power. Denials dismiss no, facts. Rejec- 
tion leaves realities untouched and unbroken. The 
wheels of God’s chariot of progress are not turned by 
agnostics and atheists. 

The demand for finality is persistent and insistent. 
Man is restless and peaceless until the supreme con- 
cerns of existence are settled in his own mind, “Let 
me fly to the Rock that is higher than I” is the earnest 
cry of souls seeking sure and secure foundations upon 
which to build character and from which natural and 
spiritual realities may be viewed sanely, The Church 
of the Lord Jesus Christ can never successfully~ad- 
vance half rationalistic and half evangelical. Two 
cannot walk together except they be agreed. 

Evangelica! Christianity accepts as its inspiration and 
its foundation the only Evangel of which we, know 
anything, namely, that presented in God’s Word. It 
is here we find the seven finalities of faith. They are 
not accepted by rationalistic Modérnism. Every one 
of them is heartily received and loyally advocated by 
true evangelicals. A vivisectionist has related an ex- 
periment in which he succeeded in grafting to one in- 
sect a portion of another while both were in the pupa 
stage. The result was an insect with dual tendencies 
—to seek the earth and to ascend to, the heavens. 
How is it possible more perfectly,to illustrate the dif- 
ference between evangelical believers and the advo- 
cates of rationalism? The one group heartily ac- 
cepts the supernatural, is ever ascending to the heights, 
the other moves in horizontal lines with its atheistic 
trend of thought. 

To cast aspersions at Christian doctrine is the mark 
of a superficial mind, The spiritual life can only 
unfold in a congenial atmosphere, and the fruit of the 
Spirit will always be found on trees rooted in the fields 
of faith, When orchids grow on icebergs and wheat 
fields are found on glaciers, then, and not until then, 
may we expect the flowers and fruit of the Spirit to 
flourish in anti-supernatural and non-evangelical soil. 

Tested by all the criteria of truth, the seven finalities 
of faith stand as unalterably and indestructibly true. 
They represent the irreducible minimum and at the 
same time the horizoned maximum of spiritual reality. 
These seven splendid ‘affirmations constitute the great 
fortress of Christian truth. Assaults against this 
fortress are as impotent to effect its destruction as 
shadows on the mountain are to obliterate the Jung- 
frau or the Matterhorn. Evangelical Christianity 
boldly accepts these finalities, On the shores of the 
stormy sea of doubt and denial the Church lifts this 
sevenfold beacon which no storm can extinguish, 

Only as the Church of Christ can say with absolute 
assurance, “I know whom I have believed,” will it be 
able to accomplish its supernatural mission, Without 
this sevenfold affirmation the Church is as powerless to 
stem the tides of sin and crime that threaten to en- 
gulf the world as is the bit of kelp driven by ocean 
winds and tide to turn the course of the Gulf Stream. 
The real dynamic of the Church of God is the Holy 
Spirit who is the author of God’s Book giving -to it 
an authority which no man can wrest from it. To 
these unshakeable validities let us hold unyieldingly 
and uncompromisingly because in them is humanity’s 
salvation. 

It is the writer’s purpose to present the seven final- 
ities of faith constructively and positively, and in such 
language that the average layman may see clearly the 
substance of Christian doctrine as accepted by evan- 
gelical Christians. By evangelical Christians 1s meant 
those who believe the sum-total of inspired truth pre- 
sented in the Old and New Testament, and more par- 
ticularly the Good News brought to the world by God’s 
only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour, 

In this study of essentials, let us plead for cubical 
Christian character. A cube is a six-sided solid. The 
length, breadth, and height of it are equal. A true 
Christian personality is cubical. It is six-sided and it 
is solid. It is a thing of substance. We are living 
in a day of !atitudinarianism. Many people are all 
for breadth. Broadmindedness is stressed as though 
it were the only dimension. “Broaditis” is a disease. 
People who underscore broadmindedness to the neglect 
of the other dimensions only deceive themselves. They 
are thin-minded rather than broad-minded. What is 
called breadth is only a thin veneer concealing the 
narrowest of idealisms and often the most supercilious 
conduct. 

The professional broad-minded. individual is usually 
living a very contracted life. A horizonless life is 
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only a mirage. A defined boundary means at least that 
you are living in a real and not a phantom universe. A 
cubical personality has breadth but at the same time 
it has .ength and height. It is evangelical in that it is 
as broad as truth and as-basic as reality. Such a life 
recognizes that high thinking and deep thinking and 
long thinking and strong thinking are quite as import- 
ant as broad thinking. If what is called broadminded- 
ness carried its proper label it would be weak-minded- 
ness, 

A man or woman with virile religious convictions 
is often called narrow by the thin, shadowy, spineless, 
creedless manikins who are palming themselves off on 
the world as real folks. Liberalism evaporates person- 
ality until it is of tissue-paper thinness and soap-bubble 
content. Modernism is eternally harping on its all- 
out-of-doors breadth. Its advocates travel in circles 
and never arrive. The mountain pass is not as wide 
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as the shadow of the cloud that sweeps over the Alpine 
heights but it is the road through the pass that leads 
to the flower fields and orchards beyond. 

We plead, then, for high thinking, for deep think- 
ing, for cubical living with solidity, substance, and 
sanity. Be willing to be just as narrow as God’s great 
highway of reality that leads heavenward. The radia- 
tions of the six-sided life will carry beatitude to the 
widest horizons and will sweep upward to the throne 
of the Eternal. Intensity is of greater worth than 
extensity. Quality is more important than quantity. 
Go after all out-doors and you get nothing but wind. 
The world is suffering from mental attenuation. It 
shows itself in superficiality and feebleness, which 
calls itself broadmindedness. A balanced, harmonious 
life is Christian personality at its best and bravest. 
The seven finalities of faith present the doctrinal sub- 
Stance that makes personality truly great. 


The foregoing editorial was written by A. Z. Conrad, D.D., Pastor of the famous Park Street Church of Boston. 
It is the Foreword of his new book, *‘The Seven Finalities of Faith,’’ which is published this week by The 


Sunday School Times Company. 


the opening paragraph of this editorial. 


Coming from one of the most widely known pulpits of cold, liberal, and 
spiritually sterile New England, the book is an oasis in the wilderness. 


The ‘‘ Seven Finalities’’ are stated in 


The book will be welcomed and treasured by God's people ; it is capti- 


vating and convincing reading, and offers rich material for sermons, prayer-meeting talks, and Bible class study 


and discussion. The Sunday School 


Times bespeaks a wide circulation for this new-old testimony. 


The 


book 
may be ordered from book sellers, or from The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadel- 
phia, at $1.50, postage 12 cents. 





“*Bob” Burdette on the Dancing Christian 


In these days when’ the Christian who does not 
dance is such an exception as to seem “queer,” it is 
interesting to turn back to the writings of that humor- 
ist-genius of a generation ago, Robert J. Burdette, and > 


recall his pungent putting of the case. A long-time 
friend of The Sunday’ School Times who knew the late 
Dr. Burdette and his wife intimately has sent the item. 
Dr. Burdette, as many, know, was one of the well- 
known and much loved writers, lecturers, and preachers 
of twenty years ago and earlier. He was a warm 
friend of the present Editor and his father, the late 
H. Clay Trumbull. He wrote a great deal for The 
Sunday School Times, at one time contributing a reg- 
ular lesson article. 

This was “Bob” Burdette’s answer to the question, 
“May Christians Dance?” 


Of. course they may. The Christian might swear and 
lie, too, but it would not make him a better Christian. 
Surely the Christian may dance, but dancing will 
never identify him as a Christian. What puzzles us is 
that you ask the question so often. Christians who 
don’t dance never ask it. Yes, Christian, dance if you 
cannot live without it. Join hands with Salome, Hero- 
dias, and Herod, and circle to the left. But don’t be sur- 
prised if you are mistaken for a goat. That is the side 


you are on. 
> aa 


Was There Ten Days’ 
Tarrying Before Pentecost? 


Is there any place in the Bible stating that it was 
ten days the disciples tarried in Jerusalem waiting for 
the day of Pentecost? I was confronted with the ques- 
tion, Where does it say ten days? and I couldn't find it, 
I thank you for any light on this which you can give 
me.—A New York State Reader. 


There is no Scripture passage that states, in so 
many words, that the disciples tarried in Jerusalem 
ten days while awaiting the coming upon them of the 
Holy Spirit. But the common understanding that it 
was ten days is based upon Scripture. 

Our Lord rose from the dead on the first day of the 
week after the first weekly Sabbath following the ob- 
servance of the passover. Fifty days after his resur- 
rection the feast of Pentecost (from the Greek word 
pentekonta, meaning fifty) occurred. He was on the 
earth in his resurrection body, appearing from time 
to time to believers, for forty days before his ascen- 
sion into Heaven (“he shewed himself alive after his 
passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them 
forty days”; Acts 1:3). When he ascended he had 
just commanded his disciples, “Tarry ye in the city 
of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on 
high,” and then “he was parted from them, and carried 
up into heaven” (Luke 24: 49-51). Immediately after 
the risen Lord’s ascension, “then returned they unto 
Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet . .. and when 
they were come in, they went up into an upper room, 
. .. these all continued with one accord in prayer and 
supplication” (Acts 1:12-14). And it was in that 
place of continuing prayer and supplication, “when the 
day of Pentecost was fully come,” and “they were all 
with one accord in one place,” that “suddenly there 
came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty 
wind, ... and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost” 
(Acts 2: 1-4). 

Pentecost was fifty days after the resurrection. 
The resurrection appearances of our Lord on earth 





til his ascension. From the end of that forty days um- 
to his disciples continued for forty of those days, un- 
til Pentecost, therefore, while they tarried in Jeru- 
salem in prayer and waiting for the coming upon 
them for the Holy Ghost with power, was ten days. 

Other Scriptures throwing light on this are found 
in both the New Testament and the Old. In Mat- 
thew 26: 17-19 we are told that, just before his cru- 
cifixion, our Lord instructed his disciples as to the 
place where he would “keep the passover” with them, 
and “they made ready the passover.” It was while 
eating the passover meal that Christ instituted the 
“Lord’s Supper,” then went to the garden of Geth- 
semane, was there apprehended by his enemies, and 
was hurried to his trial and crucifixion the next day. 
So we see that the “first day of the week” on which 
he was raised from the dead, coming the third day 
after his crucifixion, was the first day after the first 
weekly Sabbath following the passover. 

In Leviticus 23 we have the law of God, given to 
Moses for Israel, concerning the “feasts of the Lord.” 
The passover, as first established in Exodus 12, is 
there given; also the feast of unleavened bread, im- 
mediately following the passover; and the feast of 
the “sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest,” which 
is understood as a type of the resurrection of Christ, 
when he became “the firstfruits” of the future resur- 
rection of those “that are Christ’s at his coming” (1 
Cor. 15:23). 

Then comes the detailed instruction concerning “a 
new meat-offering unto the Lord,” which is believed 
to be the Old Testament type of the church, at Pen- 
tecost. It is described in Leviticus as follows: 

And ye shall count unto you from the morrow after 
the sabbath, from the day that ye brought the sheaf 
of the wave-offering; seven sabbaths shall be com- 
plete: 

Even unto the morrow after the seventh sabbath 
shall ye number fifty days; and ye shall offer a new 
meat-offering unto the Lord. 

Ye shall bring out of your habitations two wave- 
leaves of two tenth deals: they shall be of fine flour; 
they shall be baken with leaven, they are the firstfruits 
unto the Lord (Lev. 23 : 15-17). 


The “wave-offering” here referred to was in con- 
nection with the feast of the “sheaf of the firstfruits 
of your harvest,” when the priest was instructed to 
“wave the sheaf before the Lord, to be accepted for 
you” (Lev. 23:10, 11). 

Concerning the meat-offering feast fifty days later, 
the Scofield Reference Bible comments (on Lev. 23): 

“The feast of Pentecost, verses 15-22. The anti- 
type is the descent of the Holy Spirit to form the 
church. For this reason leaven is present, because 
there is evil in the church (Matt. 13:33; Acts 5:1, 
10; 15:1). Observe, it is now loaves; not a sheaf 
of, separate growths leosely bound together, but a real 
union of particles making one homogeneous body. The 
descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost united the 
separate disciples into one organism (1 Cor. 10: 16, 
173; 12: 12, 13, 20). 

“The wave-loaves were offered fifty days after the 
wave-sheaf. This is precisely the period between the 
resurrection of Christ and the formation of the 
church at Pentecost by the’ baptism of the Holy Spirit 
(Acts 2: 1-4; § Cor. 12:12, 13). ... With the wave- 
sheaf no leaven was offered, for there was no evil in 
Christ; but the wave-loaves, typifving the church, are 
“<e with leaven,” for in the church there is still 
evil.’ 































Le...n for April 24 
Mark 9: 2-10; 2 Peter 1 : 16-18 
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From a Christian Home to the Stage 


Beginning the series ‘‘ The Christian and the Theater” 
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By a Former Actor 
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Alas! ’tis true I have gone here and there, 
And made myself a motley to the view, 
Gor’d mine own thoughts, sold cheap what is most dear, 
Made old offences of affections new; 
Most true it is that I have looked on truth 
Askance and strangely. 
—Shakespeare, Sonnet CX. 


Stage-plays also carried me away, full of images 
of my miseries, and of fuel to my fire... My life 
being such, was it life, O my God?—Augustine. 


HESE aarticles are the record of a personal ex- 

perience, with some of the convictions growing 

out of it. My point of view is that of an evan- 
gelical Christian, and I am writing to fellow Chris- 
tians. If this viewpoint is understood, it may save 
anyone not.a believer who chances to read these articles 
from misconstruing them as an attack upon the theater. 
My attitude toward the theater will be made clear, I 
trust, before I -have finished. But let me say at the 
outset that I am not concerned with “attacking” any- 
thing, least of all the theater. Neither do I advocate 
reforming it by means of “clean up” campaigns and 
censorship committees and the like. From the stand- 
point of either the actor or the spectator, the theater 
no longer has any charms for me. 

But many Christians do not know the theater as 
it is. They need to know, if only as a matter of in- 
formation. More important, they need to know so that 
they may estimate intelligently the moral and spiritual 
effect of the theater on the life of the play-going 
Christian. : 

In_ telling what I know to be the truth about the 
theater, I am mindful of Othello’s injunction, “Noth- 
ing extenuate, nor set down aught in malice.” I shall 
try to observe this excellent advice, and if I err it 
will be on the side of leniency. If the portrait I draw 
of the theater is not attractive it is the fault of the 
subject. Indeed, the harshest strictures against the 
theater in these articles will not be from my own pen, 
but from the writings of others who have an even 
more intimate knowledge of it than I, and who will be 
free from that charge of narrow-mindedness commonly 
urged against the Christian who does not patronize the 
theater. 

I write anonymously, but let it not be imagined that 
I am thereby concealing a name whieh any but a slim 
handful of friends would recognize. I was an actor 
for only a few years, and my leaving the stage was 
not noticed by any of the theatrical firms along Broad- 
way. There have been thousands like me, persons who 
sought a career in the theater but who, after com- 
mencing, gave it up. If my experience was essentially 
different from theirs, it was different chiefly in the 
reason that led me to give it up.. Actors do not ordi- 
narily leave the stage because they wish to become 

_ Christian ministers; the theater is certainly anything 
but a recruiting-station for the ministry. But I was 
one actor who went, so to speak, from stage to pulpit. 

Before I describe that strange end’ of my theatrical 
career, I must describe its beginning. How did I 
come to enter the theater in the first place? 


How My Love for the Stage Began 


I came from a Christian home. My father was, and, 
I rejoice to say, still is a minister of the Gospel; and 
he did not encourage theater-going. But I was devoted 
to Thespis long before I ever saw my first play. The 
beginnings of my love for the theater are to be traced 
back to early childhood and to a toy-theater I then 
played with. Of all my playthings this toy-theater 
had first place in my affections. I played with it con- 
stantly, writing absurd plays for it and producing them 
with puppet-actors in the glare of flickering candle- 
footlights. When I reached the age when such toys 
are usually discarded, I discovered a way by which 
mine could be retained without any loss of dignity to 
my sensitive and self-conscious adolescence. For I 
had learned that scenic artists and stage directors in 
the real theater always made small models of their 
stage settings before building them in the large. They 
-were thus able to judge a theatrical effect without go- 
ing to the expense of constructing a big scene that 
might only prove unsatisfactory when completed. 
This discovery lent a new. dignity to my miniature 
theater, which up to that time had been merely a toy. 
I forthwith became an amateur Inigo Jones and: spent 
all my spare time devising scenic and lighting effects 


with cardboard and paint, and colored Christmas tree 


lights. 

In the meantime I had begun to be interested in 
amateur acting. I took part in occasional school plays, 
and in my senior year in high school I organized a 
dramatic club, to the running of which I devoted con- 
siderably more time than to my studies. Our family 
was then living in New York City,’and opportunities 
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Perhaps there is no church or family in America 
that is not con with the question of the 
Christian and the theater. This first in a series 
of half a dozen articles by a young Christian, 
‘formerly an actor, will tell why he believes that 
“the Christian has no place on either side of the 
footlights.” He speaks not only from his own ex- 
perience, but gives also the views of mature and 
experienced actors and dramatic critics. Ten 
Weeks Get Acquainted subscriptions to The 
Sunday School Times, covering the entire series, 
may be ordered for 25 cents each; “The Chris- 
tian and the Theater” series should be men- 
tioned, and orders be sent to The Sunday School 
Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
The next two articles in the series are entitled : 


An Emotional Pagan Goes In for Experience 
An Actor Turns from Fatalism to Faith 








for theater-going became much more frequent. I was 
older, and less subject to supervision in the use of my 
time, Whenever I could scrape together the price 
of a second-balcony seat, I went to the theater. The 
moving pictures never greatly attracted me. And my 
theater-going was limited to the better class of pro- 
ductions ; the coming to town of some Shakespearean 
star in classic repertoire was a far greater theatrical 
event to me than the first night of any number of 
costly Broadway attractions. I suppose I have seen 
not more than a half-dozen so-called “musical come- 
dies” in my life, But my preference for the standard 
drama was by no means an affectation; if I could have 
enjoyed myself more at. moving pictures and musical 
comedies, I would certainly have gone to them. 

The theater-going, added to my efforts as an amateur 
actor, soon shaped my youthful desires into one over- 
whelming ambition: 1 would become a professional 
actor. That was decided by the time I finished high 
school. And so eager was I to go on the stage just 
at that time that I was very unwilling to go to col- 
lege. Four years there seemed to me so much needless 
delay. But my parents, who were naturally interested 
in postponing their son’s theatrical experiments in the 


‘hope that he would recover from his stage-struck 


condition, insisted that I enter college. My judgment 
of the higher ‘education was just then biased by my 
theatrical ambitions; I welcomed every argument 
against college, and stored it away for the time I 
should decide to leave. 


Why I Left College 


But, quite apart from the merits of the system, a 
college education is no special asset to the would-be 
‘actor, Youth is his most precious possession; or 
rather, it is a brief loan that he should use to the best 
advantage while he has it. I knew that secure suc- 
cess on the stage was not.to he obtained overnight by 
any mere amateur. I knew that the theatrical pro- 
fession is at best precarious, and that the reverses are 
numerous and severe. So it seemed sensible to me to 
waste as little time as possible in getting started — 
the sooner the better, since youth can survive the set- 
backs that later on might prove disastrous. I left 
college in my sophomore year. 

Yet I did not feel that the two years I had spent 
in college were entirely wasted. I had been able to 
get a great amount of reading done and had become 
acquainted with many writers known to me. before 
only by name, if at all. A number of these were 
“moderns”; their attitude toward life was radically 
opposed to that which I had been taught to regard as 
the right one. And yet, without admitting the fact 
to myself for some time, I saw that heir pagan 
creeds were bold avowals of heterodoxies that my own 
heart had already begun secretly to approve. Of 
course, the one book I did not read was the Bible. 
Curiously enough, it was not until some time after 
I left college that I definitely accepted the rational- 
istic attitude toward the Book, and began to regard it 
as an untrustworthy compilation of religious folklore. 
It often requires a vast deal of -battering to demolish 
the beliefs of youth, even though they are not vitally 
held. But unquestionably the total effect of my col- 
lege experience was to undermine the faith I professed 
to have, and the gradual repudiation of much that 
I was taught to believe as a child had a good deal to 
do with my going into the theater and with the life 
I led there. 

When I was about twelve years old I had professed 
faith in Jesus Christ as my Saviour, and joined one 
of the evangelical churches, Whether I really exer- 
cised a saving faith at that time I cannot for certain 


say. I am inclined to believe I merely did the thing 


that was expected of me, prompted more by the exam- 
ple of others my own age who were “joining the 
church” than by any vital faith of my own. Cer- 
tainly no change was apparent in my life to indicate 
that I had been born again, though I did, for a time, 
have a mild interest in Bible study, but of so super- 
ficial a kind as not to affect any of my activities that 
were inconsistent with a Christian life. I do not re- 
member that I prayed at all, Doubtless I did, but the 
fact that I cannot recall anything about it proves to 
me its unreality. 

Perhaps in my effort to indicate the superficiality 
of my religious faith and practice I have made myself 
appear more indifferent and ignorant than I really was, 
I had acquired by the time I entered college a fairly 
good knowledge, for one of my age, of the tenets of 
the evangelical faith. But it was only head-knowledge; 
my faith was merely mental assent to a creed, like that 
of many church members today who pride themselves 
on their orthodoxy. ‘Such a faith is, of course, no 
faith at all. Not from the head but from the heart 
come the issues of life, according to the proverb; 
“for with the heart man believeth unto righteousness.” 
My real creed, the creed my heart was devising, how- 
ever coldly orthodox my head remained, was a care- 
less hedonism. And I fancied that the satisfaction and 
the pleasure I sought were to be found in the theater. 


I Reach America’s Mecca of Actors 


So when I left college I lost no time in getting to 
New York City, that Mecca of actors. My prospect 
of immediate employment was exceedingly slim. Very 
few people realize what a barrier has to be surmounted 
by the -.amateur actor who seeks to enter stageland. 
Unless he has friends who are already on the inside 
and will help him, he may wait many months before 
even the slightest opening comes. And, once inside, 
he discovers that the mere fact that he has arrived does 
not insure his remaining. The stage door opens out 
far more readily than it opens in. Now I had no 
friends in the theater to begin with, and I had no 
money, if that could have helped me. I knew, of 
course, that my triumphs as an amateur would be 
worth nothing in the estimation of any manager to 
whom I might be so foolish as to recite them; suc- 
cess on the amateur stage is naturally discounted by 
the professional, because the amateur’s reputation rests 
upon the uncritical acclaim of his friends. But a rep- 
utation on the professional stage is achieved by dint 
of hard work and much persistence. 

Beginning as I did, I anticipated a long delay before 
I could “break in” with even a small part—a “bit,” 
as it is called. And if my experience had been that 
of the average amateur with similar handicaps, the an- 
ticipation would have been realized. But a most un- 
usual combination of circumstances gave me the chance 
to play my first professional engagement soon after 
I had come to New York. Moreover, the role*./as 
an important one in a first-rate company. The sud- 
den illness of one member of the company created a 
vacancy that had to be filled immediately. In such an 
emergency, the first person who comes along may be 
acceptable as a: temporary substitute if he can memorize 
the lines rapidly; and I happened to be the person. 

If this narrative were fiction and not fact, I should 
here insert a colorful description of the first night and 
I should represent my own share in the performance 
as either a great success or an overwhelming failure. 
It was neither. I was spared the terrors of stage 
fright, but my over eagerness to succeed made me ex- 
tremely self-conscious and hindered the spontaneity 
that might otherwise have been the one redeeming 
feature of my performance. However, I had become 
a professional actor; there was no denying that, and 
I was happy. The first and difficult step had been 
taken. I contemplated the future serenely, with no 
misgivings whatever. 

we 


God's Other Raven 
By Dorrice Pressly 


DEAR, white-haired missionary, who has been 
long, long years in India, tells us this incident of 
her work there. 

She and her native helper, a Bible woman, were 
out on a tour among the needy ones and becoming 
very weary, they sat down in a sheltered place to eat 
their lunch, The missionary had her bit of bread 
and her tea; the other proceeded to make herself a 
chepotie (maybe that isn’t spelled right) after the 
native fashion. It was a good sized one and looked 
sO appetizing to the hungry worker. But she never 
ate a crumb of it, for just as she was ready to eat, 

(Continued on page 235) 
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HE well-known Japanese Christian, Mr. Kanzo 
Uchimura, says of Americans that they are as great 
in building cities and railroads as ancient Babylo- 
nians in building towers and canals; that they are adepts 
in the art of enjoying life; that they are great in democ- 
racy, making of “the people” their king, if not their 
god. In money, too, they are great. “They first 
raise money betore they undertake any serious work. 
‘To start and carry on any work without money is, in 
the eyes of Americans, madness.” They are great in 
these and many other things, but not in religion. 

Then he points out the bankruptcy of the religion 
that many present-day Americans are bringing to 
japan. “Missionaries who are very hazy about the 
future life, as 1 understand so many of the modern 
American missionaries are, can never be teachers of 
religion to Japanese. American missionaries fail to 
reach the Japanese heart because they and their re- 
ligion, if religion it can be called, are too worldly. 
Social reforms, modern education, and a hundred other 
Paar yell brought by American missionaries are no 

Gospel at all to the Japanese. The average Japanese 
does not care so much about the improvement of the 
ways and means of his present life, as for assurance 
of the reality of a future life and the way of attain- 
ing it.” 

But the Americans who led the colleges and semi- 
naries of an earlier day were of a different type from 
those controlling the Williams and Amherst and Union 
and Newton and Rochester of today, and Mr. Uchi- 
mura has a vivid and affectionate remembrance of their 
pure and undefiled religion. Of President Seelye of 
Amherst he says: 

“He was one of the greatest teachers the world 
has had, an essentially humble man, who laid upon the 
altar of the Lord Jesus Christ his wonderful mass of 
knowledge and looked. upon him and him alone for 
guidance day by day. He loved Japan and Japanese, 
respected them and prayed for them as he prayed for 
his own country and countrymen. Indeed I could not 
but bow myself before such a man, place the care of 
my soul in him and be led by him into light and truth. 
The Lord Jesus Christ shone in his face, beat in his 
heart, and now, thirty-nine years after I bade him the 
last farewell, I feel his presence as vividly as when 
I looked upon his face and heard from his lips. I 
promised him that I would report to him in Heaven 
what I would do in Japan. The promise of course 
still remains unfulfilled: yet it will be fulfilled. To 
such an American, I have nothing but honor and re- 
spect to pay. If Julius H. Seelye were the type of 
Americans, the whole world would come to them for 
guidance in religion and philosophy. But he is an ex- 
ceptional American, now perhaps no more to be found, 
extinct because the land in devastation is no more 
fitted to preserve the worthy species.’ 


The annual report of the American Bible Society 
always brings great refreshment to those who love 
the kingdom of God. What heroes these colporteurs 
are! The Rev. W. A. Young worked his way through 
Cumberland University by selling Bibles on Saturdays 
and during vacations. Then he gave his life to Bible 
pioneering in the Southwest, canvassing whole counties 
at a time. In fifty-five years he sold nearly a million 
copies of Scripture, working right up to the end of 
life. Mr. Welliver is an apostle to the cut-over coun- 
try in northern Minnesota, tramping, pack-on-back, 
through storm and snow, over stump and brush, hunting 
out lonely cabins. Mr, Fitzwater works through the 
towns, mining and lumber camps and villages of West 
Virginia. In nineteen years he has traveled 68,000 
miles in that State, visited 185,000 homes and distrib- 
uted 110,000 Scriptures. He is seventy-four years 
old and still working. Mr. Gay has worked twenty- 
five years among the Slav steel workers of Western 
Pennsylvania, selling in that time 12,165 Bibles, 9,853 
New Testaments, and 33,085 portions. “I have suf- 
fered much,” he writes, “have been wounded and many 
times driven away from homes and yards, yet I love 
the work, and pray God that he will keep me in it un- 
til death. I see so many people that have been helped, 
many broken homes have been reunited.” 

The first place in sales among the Japanese col- 
porteurs last year was taken by Mrs. Suzuki, who 
actually sold 62,754 copies, an average of 175 a day 
for 365 continuous days. The total sales of the eight 
Japanese colporteurs in 1925 were 450,081 portions of 
Scripture. 

The Rev. W. H. Holland who is working among 
the fifteen thousand Mexicans in Kansas City says 
he has never found a people so eager to own the Bible 
as they are. If they do not already cwn a Bible, they 
usually buy one, even if they have to go out among 
their neighbors and borrow the money. He has taken 


dozens of orders and never failed to get payment when 
delivered. 


These Mexicans bring their Bibles to the 
a a 


missions with them. Many carry Testaments, which 
they read in the street cars or during their noon hours. 
It 1s not an unusual sight to see a Mexican or Italian 
standing, during the noon hour, before a group of his 
countrymen along some railroad where they are work- 
ing as a construction gang, Or congregated on the sunny 
side of a factory, reading and explaining the Scrip- 
tures to his fellow countrymen. “I have even seen 
this on the streets of Kansas City, among men who 
were laying a sewer or water line.” 


With the Pioneers.—“Bear-nooks” are villages, so 
called by the Russians because of their out-of-the-way 
situation. In the Siberian forests there are whole com- 
munities that, up to the present, have never been reg- 
istered by the government. When discovered, they 
refuse to give any information concerning themselves, 
save that they claim to be “children of God.” Such 
“bear-nooks” are an objective of the evangelicals of 
Russia and Siberia. A letter from Omsk in the Bap- 
tist Times of London says that the preaching of the 
Gospel is meeting with great blessing in Siberia. 
Four hundred and ten baptisms were reported in six- 
teen towns in this area, last summer. The Baptist 
Union of Siberia has sent two evangelists to Saisan 
to preach on the Mongolian frontier, others to the 
district of Narim in the extreme north where formerly 
evangelical Christians were banished by the Tsar and 
his church. Talk of “bear-nooks”! Here is the home 
of the arctic bear. ‘Two brethren, Cingaleicik and 
Lukin, undertook this difficult voyage, much of the 
way on foot and by rowboat. Even in June, they had 
to face severe snowstorms, and their clothing and 
boots were encased in ice, they themselves being chilled 
to the marrow. They visited twelve settlements, hold- 





Stirrings in Moslem Persia 





Bishop Linton tells of a Christmas service 
in Ispahan attended by 450 Mohammedan 
men on the male side of the curtain, with even 
more on the women’s side, and an overflow 
meeting of 350 elsewhere. Yet it is but a 
few years since no Christian was allowed to 
live in the city, to say nothing of preaching 
Christ there. ‘“‘Persians,’”’ he tells us, “sit 
with tears running down their faces at the 
story of the cross.” A Persian Christian 
doctor in the army has asked to be trained 
as an evangelist, and three students have 
chosen to become evangelists rather than 
to accept posts with good salaries. 











ing meetings in them all. 
were baptized. 

There are “bear-nooks” in Africa alse, and the Gos- 
pel is reaching out to them. The Congo-Balolo Mission 
has sent Mr. Coxill and Mr. Wilkinson to survey an 
untouched region north of their station. This carried 
them up the mighty Ubangi River and then into one 
of its tributaries, the Ngiri, a small stream, strangely 
enough free from both mosquito and tsetze. They 
found themselves presently in a great flooded waste, 
with little islets on which the Libanza people live, 
widely scattered and spending much of their time in 
canoes. These folk need the Gospel and are going to 
have it. Further travel brought them into a region 
of larger islands, on which numbers of people had 
squeezed their heavily timbered houses. They are a 
naked and muscular race and one to whom the Gospel 
has not yet come. Miles and miles of thickly popu- 
lated villages followed. These districts are being ap- 
proached from the north by the Swedish-American 
Mission, 

From the Copenhagen Newspapers.—Dr. Georg 
Brandes has for decades played a role in Denmark sim- 
ilar to that which Henry Louis Mencken of the Ameri- 
can Mercury is attempting with us,—that of general 
misleader of the young. Only, of course, his great studies 
in European literature place him in a_category to 
which Mr. Mencken can never aspire. He is a Jew 
who, in his old age, is turning his attention to Jesus 
in a tragically wrong way. He pretends to think that 
Jesus never existed, and is now out with a new book, 
“Urkristendom” (“Primitive Christianity”), in which 
Tacitus’ and Pliny’s references to Christ are repudi- 
ated and Paul’s letters dated at A. D. 180. 
Nationaltidende of Copenhagen tells the obvious 


At Beloserka, thirty-two 








truth, when it says this book sins against the elemen- 
tary ‘principles of history and philology. “Its adver- 
tisers will be unable to mobilize a commending pen 
of the slightest authority. Specialists in religious his- 
tory cannot well kill it, since it is, and will remain, 
dead as a coffin shroud. The New Testament and a 
little common sense will suffice to deal with it.” 

Brandes, it continues, “has ceased to be a sign spoken 
against. For naked hatred and impoverished bitter- 
ness alone do not suffice to constitute such a sign.’ 

Why do I speak of this book? Simply because it 
will probably be reprinted by Huebsch, or Boni and 
Liveright, or some other New York publisher of anti- 
christian books, and be touted in the Nation and the 
New Republic as the last word in religious-historical 
science. And our college boys and girls will believe it! 

It is worth noting that a bust of Brandes, which 
has, on the occasion of his eighty-fifth birthday, been 
offered to both the University of Copenhagen and the 
Royal Library, has in both cases been declined. 

Another Copenhagen celebrity, the great plant biol- 
ogist, Professor W. Johannesen, has resigned from the 
university on the event of his seventieth birthday and 
has been interviewed by the daily press. He has talked 
casually on the beginning and the end of things, The 
only immortality that he knows anything. of is that 
of the race. (Why should he think the race immortal ?) 
He swears by Andrew D. White’s “History of the 
Conflict Between Science and Theology,” and quotes 
with gusto Goethe’s “church history as a hodge-podge 
of error and violence.” 

So can a great scientist expose himself, when he 
steps out of the confines of his own department, 

But more interesting than his aphorisms of the end 
are those concerning the beginning of things. I should 
classify him as a tepid evolutionist. He declares that 
he has little or no interest in systems, and evolution 
systematizes everything. He affirms that the evolution 
theory is.more a philosophy than a science, though 
it can support itself on various scientific facts, and he 
emphasizes the golden truth that all evolutionists ought 
always to take to heart, viz., that resemblance is not 
the same as relationship. 

This is not the haughty. evolutionist tone of the days 
of Huxley and Haeckel. 


“Reversed Darwinism” is what the press calls it. 
Professor Bacquér of Munich has been lecturing to a 
scientific gathering in Berlin, belaboring Darwin and 
insisting that the simians are degenerate men. The 
reports in the newspapers are too confused to make 
clear the reasons for this conclusion, but it is worth 
noting that this scientist declares his agreement with 

Spengler that “natural science is a belated intellectual 
revamping of the oldest myths.”. The reporters imme- 
diately went to Professor Johannesen to get his re- 
action to these opinions. 

“This theory,” said Johannesen, “has been set forth 
at various times. One may say that one theory is as 
good as the other. About the way in which descent 
has gone, we know in reality very little. One can 
talk forever about it, without being able to prove any- 
thing. There are some who think that you and I are 
degenerate apes, and others that apes are degenerate 
men. The apes naturally believe the last theory.” 

This from the greatest master in the science of 
heredity ! 


In Czechoslovakia.—Mr. Hormicek, a Presbyterian 
pastor among the Czechs, writes me that many of 
those who have left Romanism in Czechoslovakia are 
suffering much hardship. Catholics refuse to speak 
to them, boycott them in business, oblige farmers to 
give up land rented, and tenants to move out of dwell- 
ings. The ex-Catholic mother cannot buy milk for 
her baby, and sons and daughters are cut off from their 
patrimonies and dowries. The father is against the 
son, and the priest back of it all is seething with a 
spirit of vengeance. The papal nuncio speaking at 
the Holy Mountain near Pribram to some eighty thou- 


sand people declared that “we shall not abandon the ~ 


reactionary policy until there has been inaugurated at 
Hradcany (the White House of Czechoslovakia) a 
man willing to bow the kneé to the Madonna, Mother 
of God.” “Cursed be Kyrasa M, that Jew and de- 
mon,” writes a clerical paper. Kyrasa M is the read- 
ing backward of the name of the great leader of the 
Czechs, their Washington, President Masaryk. He 
is a Protestant. 

When the Czechs, Masaryk at their head, celebrated 
the five hundred and tenth anniversary of the burning 
of Hus in 1415, the Vatican withdrew its nuncio in 
token of displeasure. The reply was a fresh exodus 
from Rome. The papacy then offered to send. the 
nuncio back providing Masaryk promised not to take 
part in the future in these Hussite demonstrations. 
The answer was silence on the part of the government, 
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Lesson for April 24 
Mark 9: 2-10; 2 Peter 1 : 16-18 


In 1926, the Sokols, or Czech athletic unions, led in 
the greatest demonstration in Hus’ honor ever held 
and were reviewed by President Masaryk from the 
balcony on which twenty-seven Protestant Bohemian 
noblemen were executed by Catholic Austria after the 
battle of White Mountain. Before the Hus monument, 
the Sokols made a solemn pledge never to obey anyone 
who spoke against Hus, and it went up with a shout. 
The only ones who speak against Hus are the Vatican 
and its followers. 


Pere: Sanson who preaches in Notre Dame cathe- 
dral, Paris, has recently said, “However clearly the 
creed is formulated, the ritual accomplished, if there 
are only words on the lips and attitudes of body and 
not faith and charity in the hearts you have gained 
absolutely nothing. God is not worshiped. as Christ 
required, in spirit and in truth. He is not loved as 
he ought to be freely. Procedures of constraint, what- 
ever they may be and whencesoever they come, are 
not only sterile in the spiritual order, but actually 
work a work of death. The apostle, in the evangelical 
sense of the word, the man who, with his soul, goes 
after other souls, cannot subsist side by side with the 
judge and the hangman, to conduct men to the God 
of charity. If you have recourse to the latter the 
former disappears.” 

Certainly a perilously evangelical sentiment from 
such a pulpit. Pere Sanson no doubt remembers La- 
cordaire and’ Loyson. 


The Fundamentalists in the Lutheran Church of 
Esthonia are organizing within the church a “free 
synod,” to which six parishes with their pastors have 
already announced their adhesion. Their doctrinal con- 
fession affirms the inspiration of the Old and New 
Testaments and the binding character of the Lutheran 
creeds. These creeds are in no way to be considered 
as mere historical documents of the Reformation, but 
true statements of the content of Scripture. They 
assert that the Christian church has two duties, one 
the instruction of the home constituency in the faith, 
the other the preaching of the Gospel abroad. The 
Free Synod, therefore, demands that the church as a 
whole become a mission church and declares it a 
degradation of the church’s call to make of itself 
merely an agency of education at home. So does 
the evarigelical faith naturally connect itself with the 
cause of missions, here as everywhere. 


A Hymnbook and the Second Advent.—The new 
hymnal, “Songs of Praise,” which the Oxford Press 
has published, and which the Spectator goes so far as 
to say is “a landmark, not only in hymnology, but in 
ecclesiastical history,” is described by Canon Evan Rob- 
erts as a book “which the enlightened opinion of this 
generation has persistently pleaded for.” 

In the 470 numbers, there are perhaps two that deal 
with the second coming of our Lord. That is not the 
New Testament proportion, and hence not the Chris- 
tian proportion, There are numbers of hymns that 
would identify the. Advent with a widespread institu- 
tion of social justice. Certainly social-justice will be 
one result of his Coming and an important one. “He 


- shall judge the poor of the people; he shall save the 


children of the needy and shall break in pieces the 
oppressor.” But his Coming in majesty will be in- 
deed different from that depicted in Mr. Studdert- 
Kennedy’s hymn (Industry 399). The Jew resented 
a Messiah who came in humiliation; some Gentiles 


seem to be equally offended at one who has promised , 


to come in power and gre&t glory. The coming in 
the clouds is made to be the emergence of one with 
an oil can from the recesses of a mighty engine. 
Then will he come with meekness for his. glory, 
God in a workingman’s jacket as before, 
Living again the eternal gospel story, 
Sweeping the shavings from the workshop floor, 


To this our hymnal reduces Paul’s prophecy, “For 
the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the 
trump of God.” 

This hymnal is the first to my knowledge in which 
is heard the barbaric verse of Walt Whitman, Swin- 
burne and Thomas Hardy, Shelley and John Adding- 
ton Symonds are also represented, Is the church of 
Christ so poor in hymns that it must go to its enemies 
for them? Among “the 400,000 hymns in common use 
at the end of the nineteenth century,” certainly a half 
dozen more suitable for Christian worship might have 
been found. 

How thoroughly pagan Shelley’s verses: 

The world’s great age begins anew, 
The golden years return. 

The earth doth like a snake renew, 
Her winter weeds* outworn. 


“A bright Hellas rears its mountains,” “another 
Athens is to arise.” Man is to bring in a perfect so- 
ciety. Christ and his kingdom are not mentioned or 
even thought of. “A loftier race than e’er the world 
hath known shall rise,” writes Symonds in a hymn 
which, with unconscious irony, is set to Parry’s tune, 
“Dies Irae.” One thinks of the Reds of Bolshevist 
Russia, who, thirty-four years after Symonds’ death, 
are threatening the whole fabric of human civiliza- 
tion. A Dies Irae indeed will it be if they carry out 
their pregram. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


This hymnal has been adopted for use in the great, 
new, exquisite cathedral of Liverpool. It is very 
rechérché, full of literary gems, and will well match 
the lovely glass and carvings of this latest and most 
beautiful of churches, 


A Spanish Roman Catholic publishing house, La 
Editorial Vizcaina of Bilbao, put out in 1916 a Span- 
ish New Testament resembling in form and price those 
issued by, the Bible societies. There are very few 
notes in it. It has now followed this with an edition 
of the Old Testament in two volumes, printed on In- 
dia paper and sold at 7.50 pesetas (the entire Bible for 
18 pesetas, or $3.75). The preface says: “We do 
not know of any Roman Catholic version of the Old 
Testament printed in Spain in a handy size. Until 
the present all have been in folio or large octavo, in 
one or several volumes not easily handled. It was 
very necessary to avoid this reproach to Spanish Cath- 
olicism and at the same time to oppose a barrier to the 
avalanche of Scriptures (from Protestantism).” 


The fact of a Protestant President in France is 
explained by Werner Wittich in Hochland. With 
Doumergue’s election, the south of France triumphed 
over the North, East, and Northwest. The bulk of the 
Reformed are to be found in the South, a small body 
in comparison with the Catholic majority, but influ- 
ential because of their high education and strict man- 
ner of life, their great wealth, and strong family con- 
sciousness. Schooled by their hundreds of years’ strug- 
gle to a determination and tenacity of purpose, they 
have attained, in spite of their numeral insignificance, 
to the undoubted leadership in the Left (political 





Good News From a 
Far Country 


The Oubangi-Chari region of French 
Equatorial Africa is the most interior sec- 
tion of Africa, and the latest to be pioneered. 
The Rev. A. S. Seymour, writing from Fort 
Sibut, says the work is inspiring. ‘There are 
about four hundred baptized believers, and 
as many more inquirers. Many of the 
church members cannot get to church dur- 
ing the week, as they live in outlying villages 
and have to work for the government, but 
they turn out well on Sundays, There are 
morning meetings three times a week at six 
o'clock for those who live in the neighbor- 
hood. ‘These are for prayer and Bible study, 
and are carried on before the work of the 
day. “The sight of these attentive “black 
faces and shining eyes fairly crushes you, 
for they are depending on you for light and 
counsel concerning the things of God.” 
Then there are children’s meetings and little 
gatherings of Sunday-school teachers and 
older workers two or three nights a week for 
the memorizing of the weekly Scripture text, 
which they in turn teach to the whole con- 
gregation on Sunday after the regular church 
service, This church is but five years old. 

















party).: They control the radical press of Paris; 
through their high intellectual culture they dominate 
the academic world, and thirdly they are the natural 
mediators between France and the Anglo-Saxon world 
powers. This control of the Calvinists is not imme- 
diately noticeable from without, since they do not ad- 
vertise themselves. 


Concerning Moffatt’s Translation of the New Tes- 
tament.—Professor Allis of Princeton has given in 
the current Bible League Quarterly some samples of 
Dr. Moffatt’s arbitrary and unjustifiable manipulation 
of Scripture. The story of the crossing of the Red 
Sea is rearranged in order to illustrate the critics’ 
theory of double authorship. Verses 8 and 9 of Exodus 
14 are inserted after verse 4; the middle of verse 21, 
the whole of verses 24.and 25, and the beginning of 
verse 27 are cut away and inserted between verses 29 
and 30. Neither the Hebrew original nor any known 
version gives any warrant for this transposition. Mof- 
fatt simply wants to indicate that there are two ac- 
counts of the miracle; one naturalistic, which makes 
the occurrence the result of a strong wind, the other 
supernaturalistic, which pictures Moses as a magician 
waving his hand over the waters and opening them. 

Proverbs 22:6 reads in the old version, “Train up 
the child in the way he should go: and when he is 
old he will not depart from it.” Of this admonition 
to godliness Moffatt makes the following Benjamin 
Franklin-like suggestion, “Train a child for his proper 
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trade and he will not leave it when he is old.” All 
spiritual life is taken out of the verse and it is flat- 
tened down to a banal maxim for the worldiy-wise. 

In Proverbs 31:30 the authorized reading is, “Fa- 
vour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a woman that 
feareth the Lord, she shall be praised.” Moffatt re- 
vises in a way that would make all Philistines shout 
for joy: “Charms may wane and beauty wither: keep 
your praise for a wife with brains.” 

Dr. Allis gives a long list of sentences in the Psalms 
and Isaiah that are simply cut out altogether. The 
Old Testament is trimmed as one trims a hawthorn 
hedge. In Isaiah 52:.13, an attempt is made to bring 
the text into conformity with a preconceived theory 
that makes Israel rather than the Messiah the suffer- 
ing servant. “Behold*my servant shall deal prudently, 
he: shall be exalted and extolled, and be very high,” is 
the proper translation from the Hebrew. But Moffatt, 
in order to change the application of the verse, simply 
modifies the text, substituting Ysra’el (“Israel”) for 
yaskil (“shall deal prudently”). The result is, “Be- 
hold my servant Israel yet shall rise, he shall be raised 
on high.” Then in Isaiah 53:1, he introduces the 
words “they cry” and in verse 2 the word “Israel”: 

“Who could have believed,’ they cry, ‘what we 
have heard? 

“*Whoever had the Eternal’s power so revealed to 
them? 

“Why Israel of old grew like a sapling.’ ” 

This inserted “they cry” refers back to the “nations” 
and “kings” of the preceding verse (Isa. 52:15). The 
nations are speaking of Israel as suffering for their 
sins! This in spite of the fact that Ezekiel 14 plainly 
teaches that the Babylonian captivity was not vicarious. 
Israel was suffering not for the sins of the nations 
but for her own shortcomings. 

Yet Moffatt would have it that upon Israel “was 
laid the iniquity of us all.’ He would put Israel in 
the place of Christ, “substituting the well-merited suf- 
ferings of sinful Israel which have no expiatory value 
for the unmerited sufferings of the sinless and divine 
Saviour which are of infinite worth.’ So does this 
translator, by perverting the text of the Old Testa- 
ment, strike at the evangelical heart of the New Tes- 
tament. 


The fact of the Flood has remarkable support in 
geological and anthropological evidence. Now comes 
fresh confirmation from the field of archeology. 

Chronological Prism 2’ 444, now in the Ashmolean 
Museum, Oxford, was discovered by the Weld-Blun- 
dell Expedition working’ in Mesopotamia. It is de- 
scribed by Professor Langdon of Oxford as “the most 
important historical document of its kind ever recov- 
ered among cuneiform records,” giving as it does, the 
complete chronological tables of early Babylonian and 
Sumerian history. It dates from about 2000 B. C., 
the time of King Sinmagir. 

Lieutenant Commander Trumper gives some account 
of this precious document in the Bible League Quar- 
terly. The first thing to notice is that it is an orig- 
inal document and not one that could have been 
emended or redacted in any way. It contains eight 
columns of cuneiform writing and is a matter-of-fact 
catalogue of dynastic changes and occurrences, Thus: 

(Line 1) Elulu reigned 25 years 
“« 2) Balulu reigned 36 years 
3) Four Kings 
4) They reigned 177 years 
5) Ur by weapons was smitten 
6) The rulership passed to Awan 


AAR 
« 
- 


The tablets are taken up with information of this 
sort exclusively, with one single exception. Mentipr 
is made of the deluge, the most stupendous event 11: 
the history of the age and hence alone recorded in the 
royal lists. 

The beginning of this tablet runs: 


(Line 1) Rulership which from heaven descended 
“* 2) At Eridu rulership began 
“ 3) At Eridu Alulim was king 
19) The rulership was established at Larak 
25) The rulership passed to Sippar 
31) The rulership was established at Shuruppak 
Then come the lines: 
(Line 39) The deluge came up [upon the land] 
( “ 40) The rulership which descended from heaven 
( “ 42) At Kish there was rulership 


RAL 
« 
- 


Line one, then, states that rulership descended from 
heaven, Exactly the same expression is used in line 41 
for the recommencement of the dynasties after the 
deluge and nowhere else in the whole tablet. The natu- 
ral conclusion is that the writer of the tablet thought 
of the deluge as having made such a complete efface- 
ment of the race and its rulers that rulership had to 
descend again from Heaven as from the beginning. 
A fresh start was required. So the Bible tells us that 
God specifically gave Adam dominion in the earth and 
did the same to Noah after the flood. : 

The deluge came up, says the tablet. The fountains 
of the great deep were broken up. Here is no remi- 
niscence of an overfidwing river which naturally would 
come down in the flood season. The story of the flood 
is no tradition of the Nile brought from Egypt by the 
Hebrews and applied to the land of Mesopotamia ac- 
cording to the easy explanation of “rationalists.” 

SxopszorGc, DENMARK. 
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Monuments and Missions in Egypt 





Unchanging stone amid changing humanity 





By Philip E. Howard 
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sea, along the North African coast, one leaves 

the Oriental Tunis and the fortressed Malta 
with memories of mosques and monuments, bazaars 
and Bedouins, Punic wars, and Paul’s shipwreck, and 
the mind ranges forward to Egypt. 

We landed at Alexandria to entrain for Cairo, The 
early morning found the ship working in toward the 
dock in the crowded harbor. It was slow business, for 
the tugs that were towing the Doric, bow and stern, 
sidewise, toward the stone landing place had small 
power for their task, We had ample time to look out 
over the city. 

There was not much that caught the eye, save the 
moving small craft in the harbor. We had slipped 
along past the phare as we came into the harbor, the 
light which shines today in place of what was the 
first tighteous the pharos, built in the time of Ptol- 
emy II, Philadelphus, then a great tower about five 
hundred feet high bearing nightly beacon fires. In 
the morning light Alexandria seemed little more than 
a port to something beyond, important city though it 
is, Yet Alexandria was itself a light in the old days, 
for here lived Ptolemy the astronomer; Philo the 
philosopher; Apollos and Barnabas; and Mark whose 
Gospel is one of the four. And it was in Alexandria 
that the Septuagint translation of the Old Testament 
into Greek was made, 

Out beyond the city, it was not long before we were 
crossing fertile plains. And now we began to see the 
old and the new, side by side, just as we were to do 
wherever we went in the Orient. Yonder were ladened 
camels swinging slowly along on the raised banks be- 
tween the cultivated areas, or on the road beside our 
train. Large or small irrigation canals were every- 
where. Small donkeys with riders whose feet almost 
/ touched the ground trotted along the dikes, the little 
animals seemingly quite inadequate to the loads. 


Striking Contrasts in Travel Facilities 


Men were plowing with dne-handed plows, drawn 
by water buffaloes, the gamoosa so commonly used 
in Egypt for heavy work in the fields. So through 
level, closely cultivated regions we passed, gliding 
along the banks of muddy canals where the fellaheen, 
or peasants, were drinking the water, or washing in it, 
—on past many a little mud village thrown together on 
a low mound, the home to which the workers in the 
fields would return at sundown after their day’s toil. 
And here and there along the way, we could see a 
tractor laboring across the same fields upon which 
water buffaloes were drawing the primitive plow through 
the rich soil, while occasional Ford cars loaded with 
turbaned and swarthy fellaheen proudly swept ‘past 
the little donkeys, ‘and with many a squawk from the 
high-pitched horns so much in use over here, scattered 
groups of plodding farmers right and left. 

It is a hundred and thirty miles from Alexandria 
to Cairo, “with nothing at all to see on the way,” 
added a traveler who had been along that route. But 
where could his eyes have been? The old life and 
the new order of things were spread before us mile 
after mile, and we were in the region of the ancient 
grain supply of Rome, from which the grain ship on 
which Paul voyaged to Malta. doubtless drew its sup- 
ply; and where — well, you could almost see the He- 
brews slaving there in the sunlight, under their task- 
masters; and as we drew near to Cairo, the train 
speeding along among modern buildings as in any ap- 
proach to a big city, you had your first glimpse of the 
Great Pyramids in the far distance. Nothing to see, 
indeed ! 

No sooner were we out of the train than we were 
in motors on the way to the hotels where our party 
of nearly five hundred were to reside during the five 
days’ stay in Cairo. Ours was the Heliopolis Palace, 
a superb affair, luxurious, elaborate, measuring some 
six hundred feet from end to end, and surrounded by 
a lovely palm garden in the ancient town of Heliop- 
olis about a twenty-minute ride from the center of 
things in Cairo. Thus our first impressions of the 
city were reflections from the more modern sections 
through which we passed and from the immediate 
surroundings at the Heliopolis Palace. 

Here again were contrasts, as we learned a few days 
later. For not far from the hotel,— but turn to ycuf 
Bible, at Genesis 41:45, 50; 46:20. The place called 
On is Heliopolis; and in an open field two hundred 
yards from a little mud village with acres of sugar 
cane growing close around it is an obelisk said to be 
the most ancient in existence, dating from the time of 
Abraham. From this same location came originally 
the two obelisks one of which is in Central Park, New 
York, and the other on the Thames Embankment in 
London. 

The obelisk remaining in Heliopolis, or On, or Beth- 


Pr ces atone th the ancient pathways of land and 


Next in interest, perhaps, to the Holy Land itself 

is Egypt the inscrutable. Mr. Howard tells what 

the members of the Times family saw last Febru- 

ary, as they stopped in the land of the pyramids, 

en route to Palestine, on The Sunday School Times 
1927 Holy Land Cruise. 








shemesh (Jer. 43:13), which means “the city of the 
Sun,” is of red granite, and is more than sixty feet 
tall. Around the same stone that Joseph must have 
seen again and again, the children of the fellaheen 
were watching us curiously, as we gazed at the mar- 
velously preserved monument of that far day; and 
when I wanted to buy a few stalks of sugar cane, the 
children did not fail to gather around for their share 
of baksheesh, which was duly distributed. I suppose 
four thousand years ago baksheesh was as much in de- 
mand as it is today, —and that is saying a good deal, 
as anyone knows, who has been in the Near East. 

In the crowded days of our stay in Egypt we rode 
and walked through a bewildering array of fascinating 
experiences. Where we visited El Azhar, the Moslem 
University, with its thirty-six hundred square yards 
of court area and sanctuary, and its one hundred and 
forty marble columns, and four hundred teachers and 
ten thousand students, the students were thronging the 
streets around the entrance,—on strike. They seemed 
cheerful enough about it, and seemed glad to see our 
tour party, readily making way for us. They were ex- 
pressing their disapproval of a recent ruling of the 

inister of Education, so we heard, but what the 
ruling was, we did not learn. 

Inside the gates, in the wide and sunny court were 
a few students seated on the floor in small groups, 
and across the court, in the mosque itself we saw a 
few busy with their noonday meal of hard bread,’ while 
at one side of this Sanctuary, as it is called, we were 
shown the wooden lockers where students keep their 
belongings. Many charity students live here, sleeping 
on mats. Here are taught the Koran, Arabic gram- 
mar, literature, philosophy, logic, and certain branches 
of mathematics. After the strike is over, these bare 
and cold rooms will be crowded with students seated 
before their teachers. And it is young Egypt that 
we saw crowding around the gates, still wearing the 
fez, but restless, eager, awakening to new impulses, 
and ready as never before to hear messages from out- 
side the walls of custom and tradition. What is the 
message that will come to them in these changeful 
days of world unrest? ’ 

We went, of course, to the Pyramids of Giza. You 
have seen so many pictures of the three, the tombs 
of Cheops, Chephren, and Mycerinus,-—-the Great 
Pyramid, the Second and the Third,—and of the 
Sphinx —that you are sure you know just how they 
look. But do not be too sure. 


The Beasts That Lie in Wait 


You motor out from Cairo past beautiful parks and 
villas, and for several miles along a wide highway 
with its electric tram-line, and flanked on either side 
by fertile fields. Then you see on your left the vil- 
lage of Giza; on your right a large hotel, Mena 
House, with a colorful row of perhaps fifty camels 
and their drivers ranged along the road by the hotel 
wall. They are waiting —no, lying in wait — for you. 

All this you get with the corner of your eyes, while 
coming to meet your full gaze are enormous dunes of 
desert sand, riding up from the vast Sahara like the 
seas that mount and mount as they approach the shore. 
For the desert thrusts its wind-driven sands right to 
the very borders of a vast acreage of the fertile plain 
over which you have been passing. 

The great dunes, however, are but the pedestal of 
monuments so massive, so colossal, so dominant that 
the eyes which are accustomed to the ordinary struc- 
tures that men have reared do not at first carry to the 
brain any adequate conception of these immensities. 
But you will have a nearer view presently, and they 
will be even more overwhelming. 

Now, you are among the camel drivers. They are 
under the watchful eyes of Egyptian police, or — 
well, mount one of the kneeling, and quite possibly 
squealing, camels, and leaning back a little to overcome 
the forward tilt of the camel as he-rises by means of 
his hind legs first, you find yourself seated on a thick 
rug on stilts, and looking down at a long neck with 
a bobbing head hung casually on the far end of it. 
“What makes your camel cry so when I get on?” asked 
one of our party. “O meester, dat because he so 
happy!” replied the camel driver. And the camel 
driver, or dragoman as he likes to be called, is most 
anxious to make you happy. He tells you so every few 
yards, as you amble up the road to the pyramid plateau. 





He frequently, as you proceed, expresses the earnest 
hope that you are happy, and if you tell him you are, 
then he promptly assures you that he hopes you will 
make him happy when you “feenish.” 

But in spite of all the chatter, you really do like the 
camel ride. There are jolty little two-wheeled sand- 
carts for those who don’t caré to try the ship of the 
desert. And then in a few moments you are moving 
along the base of the Great Pyramid. It is time to 
stop the dragoman’s chatter. The glare of the sun is 
intense. No one is near you at the moment. 

You look along the base of the pyramid, nearly a 

seventh of a mile from corner to corner, and as you 
let your eyes range upward from terrace to terrace 
to the apex four hundred and fifty-one feet high, you 
notice that the vast surface of the pyramid is not dark 
in color as you had supposed, but almost buff in tone, 
and the clear blue sky beyond seems black in con- 
trast. You long for time to wander over the plateau, 
to climb the pyramid, to do many things that cannot 
be done on a brief visit, so you visit the Sphinx, and 
ride back again past Cheops, and down the road once 
more to the clamorous drivers, the grunting camels, 
and the waiting car. 
_ But something has burned the whole scene up there 
into your soul. Yes, through the storm and sunshine 
and the’ driven sand gales of the sixty centuries since 
the days of the Old Empire that pyramid has looked 
down upon the changing civilizations that have come 
into being, and have passed into oblivion. Mighty 
Memphis, across the fertile plain, is now marked by a 
little mud village among the towering palms, with 
the two colossal statues of Rameses II, lying with 
face toward the sky, among the mud dwellings, and a 
little to the right, above the plain, and on the desert’s 
brim you can seé the Sakkara pyramids, centuries 
older than those you are just leaving. 


A Cemetery for Bulls Only 


In the afternoon of the sarne day we drove to Mem- 
phis, and to Sakkara with its Step Pyramid, the tomb 
of King Zoser of the Third Dynasty. This was the 
first of the pyramids, and while dates in that far 
day are uncertain, it is believed that the Step Pyra- 
mid was built before 3000 B, C. Many others were 
built near it, the later kings who built tombs at Sak- 
kara erecting less imposing structures. ‘We visited 
the Serapeum, the burial place of the sacred bulls, 
where long galleries were cut in the seft rock, and 
where, in recesses along the galleries are the great 
sarcophagi in which the bulls were laid away. “It 
is nothing short of bewildering,’ writes Mrs. Annie 
Quibell in her little book on Sakkara, “to realize that 
the interval between the building of the Step Pyramid, 
and the hewing out of the Serapeum is as long as that 
between the making of the Serapeum and the present 
day. We are suddenly dropped two millenniums down 
the stream of the world’s history, and yet, to outward 
appearance, Egypt has changed wonderfully little.” 

We drove to Cairo in the sunset and gathering twi- 
light. Our road lay along the banks of the irrigating 
canals. The fellaheen were coming in from the fields, 
driving their cattle slowly along in the soft light of 
the setting sun; the pyramids loomed dark in sharp 
outline against the western cloud-bank over the desert, 
and a strong wind swept down upon us from the sands, 

In the glow of the sunset, along the border of a 
green field on our left, a woman was riding a little 
donkey. Her loose garments fluttered in the wind. 
Her head was bowed. No one was near her. She was 
evidently on her hotneward way to one of the huddled 
mud villages which we had seen. Suddenly I seemed 
to see another woman of an older day, perhaps return- 
ing in like manner to her temporary Egyptian dwell- 
ing place, where a Child awaited her coming. 

Excursions among tombs and other memorials of 
death which constitute such a large part of that which 
is shown to visitors in ancient lands, lead one eventu- 
ally to seek signs of life. Indeed, it is the study of 
the present life of the people that is the most reward- 
ing experience on such a journey, in the light of what 
the past has produced as recorded in monument, and 
in customs still prevailing. 

In Egypt, as in other countries that we visited, it 
is the Christlessness of the people that is revealed in 
numberless ways. And the most beautiful memories 
for many of us on this’ journey gather around our 
fellowship with missionaries. For these are they who 
are lights shining in darkness. You can see the light 
in their faces, in their ways among folks, in their en- 
durance of much about which the West knows nothing, 
and in the glad eagerness they have toward the doing 
of the work,—and work it is which would tax any- 
one’s brain and body, faith and fervor, tack and en- 
durance to the-utmost. 

Our cruise party had the privilege of attending a 
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Lesson for April 24 
Mark 9: 2-10; 2 Peter 1 : 16-18 


meeting in the American Mission building, when the 
various mission agencies in Cairo welcomed us on the 
eyening of February 10, Dr..Frank H. Henry, a lead- 


introduced with a brief account of the work repre- 
sented the Rev. J. W. Acheson of the American Mis- 
sion; Mr. William S. Strong of the American Bible 
Society, the Rev. Stephen Van R. Trowbridge of the 
World’s Sunday School Association, Mr. D. B. Atwell 
of the Central Y. M. C. A., and, finally, the Rev. Dr. 
Charles R. Watson of the American University who 
gave an address of welcome, to which response was 
made by one of our party, the Rev. Dr. S. C. Gamble 
of Butler, Pa. Many of the “Doric” family made a 
tour of the mission centers in the city. 

We shall not forget the kindness of Mrs. Charles R. 
Watson in introducing us to some of the interesting 
sights of the city; nor shall we forget the evening a 
few of us spent with the Rev. and Mrs. S. Irvine 
Acheson in their apartment in the Fowler Orphanage, 
and with Miss Esther W. Wilson, the present superin- 
tendent of this faith work which provides home and 
training for fifty girls, and day school privileges for 
seventy outside pupils. Home makers, nurse-maids, 
Bible teachers, school teachers, have come from this 
orphanage. ‘ 

So also we were indebted to our friend Stephen 
Trowbridge for much help during our visit, and par- 
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ticularly for a quiet prayer time together when I 
stood with him on the station platform and with him 


_ prayed for the. children of Egypt, I.believe it was a 
ing Christian business_man of .Cairo, presided and ' 


direct’ answer to prayer. when the Doric passengers 
joined in giving more than seven hundred dollars for 
the work of the World’s Sunday School Association 
in Egypt under the care of Sheikh Mitry Dewairy 
and Mr. Trowbridge. 

We visited the Nile Mission Press, and there met 


Arthur T. Upson, the Director, What a man he is! 


Hustler is a slow name for him, He is very deaf. He 
told me about the great output of the press in 1926 
in Arabic tracts and books, — 354,564 copies. I wrote 
on his memorandum pad, “Who pays the bills?” He 
caught the pad from my hand, and like a flash he 
wrote, “Father!” He wrote out this Press slogan for 
1927, “Not Profits but Profit,” and then, saying, “We 
must be up to date, you know,” he wrote: “1928 N. 
M. P. slogan, “New Methods, Old Message.” 
_Arthur Upson has another name which we asked 
him to write for us. It is Abdul Fadi, and it means 
“Bondslave of the Redeemer.” It is the name he 
ordinarily uses. What a glorious name by which to 
be known! Since leaving Cairo I have repeated that 
name again and again, and now that I write it, per- 
haps it may quicken in your heart as it has in mine 
a longing to have it blot out one’s own name in de- 
votion to Him whose we are and whom we serve. 








Is This the Tomb of Cheops’ Mother? 


Recent discoveries in Egypt that promise to outrival Tut-ankh-amen 
By Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D., rreiacnt oh Fare, Theological Seminary, and 
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eological material from Bible Lands at this 

season of the year. Little or nothing comes 
from Palestine unless there be some sporadic find. 
The rainy season is on in that land, and excavations 
in the rain and mud are impossible. 

The most startling report to date is from Egypt, 
though it does not as yet promise much light on Buib- 
lical matters. The work near the Great Pyramid, 
where Professor George Andrew Reisner, -Ph.D., shas 
for so long been working in the great cemetery, has 
now furnished a discovery that promises far to out- 
rival the discovery of. Tut-ankh-amen’s tomb, though 
it cannot hope (and let us be thankful) to receive 
such notice and exploitation as was given to that 
event. A sarcophagus has been found, and was to be 
opened, that is believed to contain the mother of 
Cheops, the builder of the Great Pyramid. If it 
should prove to be that distinguished lady, and Dr. 
Reisner’s expectations are usually fulfilled, it will 
be one of the most interesting of. the long line of 
royal mummies. 

But somehow there is a sentiment that revolts at 
deliberate and systematic grave robbing, even in the 
name of science. What would we think of a proposi- 
tion to open the tomb of Columbus or of Washington 
or even of Pocahontas in search of historical informa- 
tion: 
ePress message by Atlanta Constitution, March 4, 1927. 

% 
A New Interpretation of the Amarna Age 


ORE of the most important developments in arche- 
ological science at the present time is the book 
of the Rev. James Baikie, F.R.A.S., “The Amarna 
Age” (Macmillan Co., New York, $4). A new inter- 
pretation, if it be a true interpretation, is quite as im- 
portant as any other discovery. In many respects the 
ii .retation of the Amarna Age by Baikie is both 
new and true. Here are some of the clearest thoughts 
on Egyptian religion, a subject usually treated with 
much vagueness. No one has even been able fully to 
understand the religious and philosophical texts of 
ancient Egypt.- Probably the Egyptians themselves 
did not understand them; they do not seem to have 
been much concerned about understanding things. It 
appears as if this author, however, did understand the 
Egyptians. His psychological study of the develop- 
ment of their religious habits commends itself. He 
conceives of Atenism, the strange religious movement 
of the Amarna Age, as not so much a foreign impor- 
tation as a natural development of Egyptian religion 
under some measure of foreign influence. at 
It is rather curious, however, to see attempts to 
show that the utterances of Akhenaten, vague and un- 


| ae and Babylonia supply almost all the arch- 


certain though they are, surely denoted monotheism; — 


and that at the same time the utterances ef the Psalm- 
ist are tortured into something less than monotheism 
(p. 312). As also a public influence is attributed to 
Akhenaten that is vigorously denied to Moses one 
hundred and fifty years later, 

It is interesting as well as pleasant to observe that 
the author has not fallen into the attitude of so many 
present-day critics, in contrast with Egyptologists, 
which puts the Exodus at an early date in Egyptian 
history to suit a theory. 

The sub-title of the book, “A Study of the Crisis of 
the Ancient World,” will arrest the attention of readers 


and provoke much thought. It is here, perhaps more 
than anywhere else, that Baikie’s interpretation of the 
Amarna Age is new. Time will tell if it is true. 
The author has the gift of historical imagination in.a 
remarkable degree. Whether or not imagination has 
been allowed to supply essential materials will receive 
various answers. Certainly, he gives us a vivid pic- 
ture; he has vision; he has given us a most readable 
book. Whether or not his view of the Amarna Age 
be ultimately established, he marks distinctly a stage 
in the study of the sphynx-like history of Egypt. 


LY 3 
Professor Newbold’s Canon of Historical Study 


A LONG and severely technical discussion by Pro- 
fessor William R. Newbold, Ph.D., LL.D., of the 
traditienal resting place in early times of the bodies 
of Peter and Paul under the Church of San Sebas- 
tiano, inside the gate, at Rome, by which the Appian 
way entered the city, would not be read by many popu- 
lar readers, but the conclusion which the learned Pro- 
fessor draws from the evidence is of great importance 
to all Bible students. It is this, “that direct testimony 
to matters of fact is not lightly to be disregarded in 
favor of merely theoretical combinations of possibil- 
ities.” An immense amount of Biblical criticism that 
would set aside “direct testimony to matters of fact” 
in favor of “merely theoretical combinations of pos- 
— would fall under this canom of historical 
study. 

Professor William Romaine Newbold, in American Journal 
of Archeology, July-December, 1926, pp. 288-329. 


we 
Toilet Articles of Milady of Ur 


pam Babylonia comes an almost constant stream 
of interesting reports concerning old Ur of the 
Chaldees. The excavations, under direction of Penn- 
sylvania and Oxford Universities, are producing all 
sorts of strange things that illustrate the daily life of 
the people from among whom Abraham came. Recent 
“headlines” proclaimed that there were ancient “flap- 
pers” in Ur because, forsooth, toilet articles of milady 
had been found. Well, was there ever a time when 
eyebrows were not penciled? Is not the kohl pot a 
most frequent find in Egypt, and did not our grand- 
parents even powder their hair to make it look gray 
before ever they were grandparents? Youth does not 
seem to: have improved much with the ages and the 
races. To parody a proverb, “They that use lipsticks 
may not throw rouge at theif neighbors,” not at least 
_while our boys in college “take athletics” and our 
girls “take cosmetics” and both are taking their own 
misspent lives, 
we : 


New Light on the Phoenician Alphabet 


“TRE discovery of a Phoenician inscription at Ur is 
interesting as being the first discovered in Baby- 
lonia, but not so interesting as it would have been be- 
fore the recent discoveries by the French at Byblos. 
This inscription only dates from about the late eleventh 
century B. C., while that at Byblos goes back to the 
fifteenth century. Little by little the history of the 
Phoenician alphabet, the mother of the Hebrew alpha- 
bet, comes out. It was certainly in use before the 
Exodus, but, as yet, there is no evidence that it was 
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used as a literary method in Palestine earlier than 
about the time of David, or a little after. 


3 
An Ancient Fine-tooth Comb 


T OLD Ur among the toilet articles was found 

a fine-toothed comb. Well, perhaps the less we 
say about that the better. Really, I am glad to think 
that Sarah used a fine-tooth comb, They are not much 
used in that land today! 

Of much greater interest is the high artisanship 
manifest in the gold and silver ornaments found at 
that old city. The constant refrain in the reports from 
the work there is that ever, as they get farther and 
farther back into antiquity, the art work is the finer. 


we 
Early Use of the Complex Arch 


LARGE building at Ur had an arched and vaulted 

roof. It used to be a common speculation as to 
the stage of primitive civilization at which the arch 
was introduced. Here at Ur is not a simple arch such 
as one might find in a drain, but a complicated and 
complex use of the arch, and that at the earliest period 
of history in that oldest of civilizations. A small arch 
was found in Babylonia many years ago, but this elab- 
orate use of the arch in Chaldean architecture does 
not represent, as that seemed to do, the beginnings of 
architectural skill. Rather, it is a high development. 

Associated Press dispatches, February 14, 1927. 


we 
Mythical Kings of Babylon 


S I write, the report of the excavators at Ur for 

January, 1927, comes in, and it becomes increas- 
ingly and continuously manifest that the farther back 
toward the Great Deluge research reaches, the better 
is the civilization that is reflected by the discoveries. 
Still earlier burials have been discovered reaching 
back to a remote age, certainly beyond 3000 B. C. 
These burials belong to the age of those mythical 
kings in Babylonian legends who are each reputed to 
have lived a long numberof years, and yet correspond 
in their number,. ten, and, as some have attempted to 
show with fair success, in names also, with the ten 
Patriarchs of Genesis, 

The degree of culture, riches, and refinement dis- 
played by the relics found in these tombs is astonish- 
ing. Here indeed the pottery is not good, for. the 
simple reason that pottery was not then used for the 
more important artifacts, but only for common pur- 
poses. Articles of value are found rather in fine stone 
and alabaster, in gold and silver, and in copper cov- 
ered with gold leaf. Only in the wonderful jewelry 
of Dashur in Egypt do we find the art work surpassed 
in the far antiquity, if indeed it does surpass this. 

All this is most interesting as indication of the 
progress and development of man, about which so much 
is written in these days. Well may that distinguished 
professor say that there is no evidence of the evolu- 
tion of man in historic time. Strange that it took him 
so long to find it out. 

Yet the state of civilization, as we draw nearer and 
nearer the time of the Deluge, is not surprising a$ we 
lay it alongside the Biblical record. Those people 
after the flood did not begin at the beginning, they 
inherited the antidiluvian civilization. It was only 
as the stress of pioneer life in repeopling the world 
weighed upon them that their culture began to decline, 
exactly as may today be seen in the mountain whites 
of the South. They came to that region bringing cy'- 
ture with them, but the hardships of life have draggec. 
them down. So it was in the ancient world as it was 
repeopled by pioneers after the flood. 

O. Leonard Woolley, in press dispatches, January, 1927. 


St. Louts. 
+ 3 


God’s Other Raven 
(Continued from page 231) 


after bowing her head silently for a moment in thanks, 
a large crow circled out from a passing overhead 
flock and swooping down lower and lower, it fastened 
its claws, one on each side of the chepotie, and rising 
higher and higher in the air, soared far away before 
the astonished eyes of the workers. 

Farther and farther it went until it was only a dot 
against the sky, then lost to sight completely. They 
wondered and wondered over this strange occurrence, 
then went on their way still “pondering it in their 
hearts.” 

Several days later they saw a thin, gaunt woman 
with a starved looking babe in her arms and another 
clinging to her skirts, in the midst of a crowd of 
natives. She seemed to be telling them something 
strange, and there was a bewildered look on the lis- 
teners’ faces. The missionary drew near and found 
the woman was telling of how a few days ago as she 
and her children were on the road to some relatives, 
they became so famished they could not go farther, 
so they sank down by the dusty road. She began to 
pray earnestly to first one heathen god, then another, 
but no help came from any of them. At last the 
thought came, “I will pray to the white missionary’s 























































aerate 


sales aieedin 


seitu atte aed Lr ONE Ce eens 


wae Por meee ee tani ego” 








236 * 


God; maybe he will hear and help me as she says he 
does her.” So she began to voice her cry to the “un- 
known God,” when to her great surprise a crow flew 
down out of the sky and dropped at her feet a large 
chepotie. She and the famished children quickly made 
a meal of it, then in the strength of it went on to the 
nearest village. o 


‘She told her story there, but soon saw their ghepoties 
were not so large and good as the one the crow had 
brought her, Some one suggested that maybe it had 
come from some one in the missionary’s village, so she 
passed on with a crowd of: followers after her, and 
there it was she found what she wanted. The mis- 
sionary and her Bible woman soon told their side of 
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the story; it so impressed the woman that she cried 
out: “each me to know your God who listens when 
his children cry in sorrow for bread, I’ll pray to none 
but him after this.” And, of course, this the dear 
missionary was only too giad to do. 

The story spread far and wide and many who had 
held out against the white teacher were compelled to 
see that hers was indeed a wonder-working Ged and 
they must now let their children come to her schoo 
to learn about him. ™ 

Doesn’t it seem that even yet, especially when our 
God says “Prove me now herewith,” that he may have 
some sort of raven to answer our cry, too? 

Lone Beacn, CAL, 








As she slipped away from her borrowed 
one of wood and stone 


A Home of Her Own 


By Zoe McKenzie Smith 
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(Concluded from last week’s issue) 


Wun only themselves left to provide for, and busi- 
ness good, the Joneses began saving again in ear- 
nest. They were still young enough to feel a zest in life, 
Ruth found her old pleasure in a scrap book, in plan- 
ning that home of beauty they should some day have. 
That house easily cared for! To which the children 
could come with their children and enjoy the spacious 
rooms, with deep soft chairs, thick velvety rugs on 
gleaming floors, lamps glowing softly everywhere, 
colors splashed richly against dark backgrounds! 

Yet they were not discontented in the little old 
house. ‘ They breathed their thankful prayers through 
its root. 

When Ruth was fifty and Barth fifty-one, they had 
two thousand ahead once more, They realized with a 
strange calm that their time for building had come. 
By selling the little place and mortgaging the new, 
they could erect their dream castle. 

One evening they wrote up a small ad for the 
Desert Bridge News putting the little old house on 
the market. But the modest notice never went to print. 

Dr, Oldwight, medical missionary from China, spoke 
that night in the church to which the Joneses belonged. 
The little group of tired people sat in the pews relaxed 
and resting, children wriggling between them, and felt, 
so great was the speaker’s fervor, the beating of the 
heart of an alien people, China—strange, lovable, 
heart-breaking China! 

Ruth sat spellbound, entranced; overcome with love 
and pity for those less happy women, for little chil- 
dren helpless under old superstitions. Her heart swelled 
under her old dress. 

She picked at Barth’s sleeve in the vestibule. Once 
he had planned to carry the Good News to ears that 
would be eager to listen, 

“Not —not if you're unwilling, Barth, You know 
that. But a thousand would do so much there, and 
here it would only buy wood and stone for us. Just 
us two. If you really want to, too, I thought we might 
put it off a year or two longer, Barth.” 

“I’m willing,” answered Barth, and then added a 
pretty thing in his slow, sincere voice. “Wherever 
you are is home to me, Ruthie.” 

The next year the small church that had been such 
an important part of their lives burned to the ground. 
There was some insurance, but when the matier of 
rebuilding was discussed, a much larger and more mod- 
ern edifice was decided on, and a great deal more 
money must be raised to make it possible. 

One summer evening a prayer-meeting was held in 
the ruins of the old basement, with the star-riven sky 
above them their only roof. An ardor of consecration 
swept the little group. They promised days of labor; 
they gave of their very living. They brought their 
sacrifices. And yet what a small sum was there! 

Ruth pressed her sensitive fingers against Barth’s 
arm, and Barth met her beautiful giving glance and 
understood, Walking home after the meeting, Barth 
asked her gently, “Are you sure you realized just 
how much you were giving, dear? Your dream of 
thirty years! I had meant to tell you before, but the 
business is not what it was. I haven’t been making 
anything since they put the paved road along that 
other street. People follow the paved roads these days. 
I was shipping before, though. Maybe because I don’t 
hear quite so well as I did; and—well, Ruthie—I 
got a chance to close out, and the wholesale house 
thinks I’d better. I’m—I guess I’m through, Ruthie!” 


“Oh, Barth, Barth,” she cried tenderly, “we have 


enough to live on carefully and we are used to being 
careful. We'll have happy, useful years yet! Don’t 
you worry! And I understood tonight. It wasn’t a 
real sacrifice, Barth, We—ah, somehow, it doesn’t 
seem so important where we live any more. Our hap- 
piness is in each other. I couldn’t spend so much on 
a house for just us two when the Lord had need of it.” 

The years hurried by the little house. The Joneses 
came to worship in the fine new church. Sometimes 
an usher saw Ruth rub the beautiful wood-of the door- 
‘way with a caressing old wrinkled hand. And then 
one morming when Barth had the fire burning and the 


kettle singing, and Ruth was not yet up, he called her 
and she did not answer. “Mother!” he said, coming 
to the bedside and seeing her smiling as if she were 
only pretending to be asleep, “Aren’t you going to get 
your old man some breakfast? . . , Ruthie!” 

Then he touched her and he knew. 

_ Like the Pharaoh that didn’t know Joseph, the, min- 
ister in the fine new church now did not know Ruth 
Jones, Only an old lady—a pioneer member of the 
church—- was dead. He decided to preach one of his 
regular woman-sermons. “She Hath Done What She 
Could” — probably appropriate for Grandma Jones, 
And it was a busy week. 

Dr. Wynn was a man close to God. He read the les- 
son, and when the choir had sung again, he rose to de- 
liver the sermon, He faced the bereaved son and 
daughter and their families, and the gentle little old 
man with his hands trembling on his cane, and sud- 
denly his heart shook within him and his voice hurried 
from him in low vibrating tones. Words he had not 
chosen nor thought of. 

“‘And Jesus saith unto him, The foxes have holes, 
and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of 
man hath not where to lay his head.’” : 

He paused but a moment. “All the little creatures 
of earth are sheltered by earth. The fox is content 
in his hole, the bird sings in his nest among the grass 
or leaves, All the infinite army of insects go scurry- 
ing by instinct to the homes Nature has provided for 
them. Only man is dissatisfied, unprovided for. He is 
a pilgrim in a strange land. His home is not here. 
Earth is not his habitat. He piles up sticks and stones 
to shelter him from the elements, but he is not con- 
tent. He seeks forever some better home, and com- 
pounds the dust of the earth in a hundred ways to 
build him his house, but it cannot retain his spirit. It 
wanders on seeking, seeking. ‘The foxes have holes, and 
the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath 
not where to lay his head.’ 

“Christ Jesus was not at home in this world. Born 
in a strange country, cradled in a manger, the King 
of kings has left no palaces to be made into shrines 
in his memory. Would it not seem unfitting, somehow, 
that a thing of wood and stone should be shown as 
Jesus’ home? Nay, he had not where to lay his head! 

“Where is our home? , 

“In our Father’s house. God is our father, Christ 
our elder brother. For a little while we tarry here, 
but earth’s treasures are for the creatures of earth, 
not for the King’s children. How can we speak who 
have not yet seen the glories of our Father’s house? 
The beauty of his presence? The light of his smile? 
Knowing by faith, we shall sell all that we have and 
secure for ourselves the pearl of great price. And 
when one of us who travels here below among the 
strangenesses of this world in which we are for a 
while exiles, — when one of us leaves this dust and 
corruption, shall we not wipe our eyes and say, ‘Yet a 
little while and I, too, shall go to my Father’s house’? 

“For Jesus said, ‘Let not your heart be troubled: ye 
believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s 
house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would 
have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And 
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come agam, 
and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there 
ye may be also.’” 

Dr, Wynn paused and wiped his lips. He wondered 
what manner of woman this was, for surely the Spirit 
had laid hold on him; Was it for the sake of the old 
husband that he had known the awful joy of surrender, 
of the indwelling of the Spirit come as Comforter? 
A glory filled Dr. Wynn’s soul and beat like angel 
wings upon his-heart. Some message had flowed out 
on his words like precious cargo on a raft. He leaned 
toward the mourners. és 

“‘Let not your heart be troubled.’ She has but gone 
to her own home!” 

A quiver of a smile lit up the gentle face of the old 
husband, and he nodded his head and repeated over 
and over as if to savor the sweetness, “Her own home 
— her own home !” 


‘Maston, Was, 
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Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 

















Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may he addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
mames or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if. possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I am coming to you for help to 
solve a friendship problem. After coming here I became 
friends with a girl four months older than myself. We 
came to be great friends and have sent notes expressing 
our affection for each other. She left sch and went to 
work last spring, and ever since that she has been drifting 
away from me, in spite of the fact that she said no one 
could take my place in her affections, One Sunday she 
accused me of sneering at her, and I told her that if I 
did it was not intentional. I hope you-can help me, for no 
one but my heavenly Father knows how much I care for 
that girl, and how I am suffering.—MAE. 


AR MAE: §It is the purpose of Satan to make 

us unhappy, and if he does not-do it in one 
way he will do it in awother. If he can give us only 
imaginary things to worry over, and accomplish his 
purpose, he will do it. It all depends upon how much 
we allow him to deceive us. If I were you and found 
that I did really love this girl, I would consider her 
happiness, and if that was greater by being separated 
from me, then choose the separation. True love is 
not seeking its own gratification, but would do any- 
thing to give pleasure to the object loved. Life is so 
real and has such important service to be rendered 
for the Master that you must bury yourself in tasks 
and efforts to do good to other folks, You will find 
the outcome of this will be the forming of other 
friendships that God will bring into your life, which 
will give far more pleasure and joy than crying or 
suffering over this one who does not reciprocate or 
appreciate. 

Never try to force friendship, or love, for you can 
never have the real true kind by forcing and urging 
what must needs be but a pretense. Real true love 
for a friend will come from the heart like water from 
a fountain; it will flow over and be happy in giving 
and in the fact that it can give whether it ever receives 
or not. Don’t let your mind be disturbed in this way 
when the dear Lord has many of his children who 
need your thought and attention, and who will appre- 
ciate the kindnesses shown, and give out a grateful 
love in return. “Set your affection on things above” 
(Col. 3:2), which will give you happiness in abun- 
dance. Talk to your heavenly Father about this, and 
ask him to lead you into new paths of fellowship. 
Dwell “in the secret place of the most High,” and you 
“shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty” (Psa. 


QI). 


Dear Mother Ruth: It may be that by telling my experi- 


ence some one else may be spared pain, therefore I write. 


to you. At the time of my conversion, I was engaged to 
be married to a worldly man. As time passed and 
he continued his worldly ways, the thought of marriage 
with him frightened me, and I realized that we could noe 
walk together. Now and then he would go to church with 
me, and, sad to say, at rare intervals I attended worldly 
amusements with him, Thus one year passed. A friend 
of mine who had had a similar experience in her youth 


married the young man, and although -he loved her in truth - 


and she ha@ every comfort, she said she was not happy, and 
advised me not to marry. After several attempts at break- 


ing the engagement without success, the way seemed opened. 


to me for Christian service through definite training, and 


I broke the engagement. I was ostracized by my family,, 


and having no means of my own, I fell short in faith and 
had to find a job. The work of my hands has been without 
success, I have served in the church and Sunday-school, 
but am always possessed by an unrest that has driven me 
to instability and wandering north and south, east and west. 
I have found friends who have turned to walk with the 
Lord and stay close at my side, but my heart always looks 
back to that one friend; and I wonder, had I been more 
persistent in his behalf, would he now be at my side! As 
I became older in Christ, I met folks whose lives had been 


so blessed. I later realized that his parents were devout. . 
Christians, apd surely prayer was on my side. It is six ., 
years since our separation, yet my heart often fails me, 


and my thoughts question, “Did I do right?”—R. 


AR “R”: I have started:to answer your letter. i 
a number of times, and each time have gone ..to,: 


prayer, that I might give you the thoughts of God 
and help you and any who may read. Each time I 
get one verse given to me, which you will find in the 
ninth chapter of Luke and the sixty-second verse. It 
comes under the test of true discipleship. According 
to 2 Corinthians 6: 14 you have done what. you should 
have done, so why go groaning about it? Whom 
are you serving, your own thoughts and desires .or 
the One who bought you with a price and who should 
have your first affection? ars 

The keynote of your difficulty lies in your own 
words,-“I fell. short in faith.” Acknowledging this 
and knowing it, why not come to God, with a renun- 
ciation of your wholé self, and trust God with your 
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Lesson for April 24 
Mark 9: 2-10; 2 Peter 1 : 16-18 


happiness. With confidence that God will steer your 
bark aright, give up this “floating” north and south, 
east and west, and you will find that “in quietness and 
in confidence shall be your strength” (Isa. 30:15). 

Your oppeser in your Christian life would keep you 
in this unhappy condition, and would mar your influ- 
ence for the Master, but if you will come out and 
accept the “Thus saith the Lord,” you will find that 
all this undercurrent of instability will be washed 
away, and you will go out to do his will strong and 
valiant and “settled.” Stop weighing matters, and try- 
ing to probe through. Your life, placed in God’s 
hands, will not be your own, but will be guided and 
controlled by a wisdom that you need to give you suc- 
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cess and free you from “looking back.” Don’t parley 
with your enemy. He will keep this up all through 
your life if you let him, and it will close your eyes 
to what God has in life for you. Let your enemy know 
that you never could have been happy with a worldly 
man, and that your love for Christ is too deep to be 
satisfied with trying to serve God and the world. That 
would have been a perfect failure, and you would have 
lost out, for how can the flesh and the Spirit work 
together? Read Romans 8, and make up your mind that 
this ceaseless warring shall stop, through the power 
of the Holy Spirit. May you rejoice in Him who is 
able to let you abound in the knowledge of victory, 
complete and satisfying. 
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Using Questions to Teach the Old Testament 


How an adult class learned to think 
through the Bible story 


By Frances E. Siewert 








More and more the value of questions is being recognized as a stimulus to thought and interest. This 
Sunday-school expert tried a new plan of giving an adult class a bird’s-eye view of the Old Tcclammenk She 


began by testing her 


own lesson preparation each week with six vital questions, 


She tells how she prepared 


questions for the class, and of the results produced in genuine interest and sincere Bible study. 
Two valuable helps to the teacher who would adopt such Sete. | ical 
Testament,’’ by Margaretta M. Haig ($1.25, poole / oa ed ihe at Ess Gon ies ee 
Answers,’’ by Samuel Scoville, Jr. (50 cents, postage 5 
Times Company, Philadelphia. 


66 OST people’s knowledge of history is like a 
string of graduated pearls without the string,” 
said a historian. This statement seems to 

be especially true of Bible history. Many possess de- 
tailed information concerning most of the principal 
Bible characters, but they are helpless when it comes 
to connecting the stories in their order. No one who 
has not experienced the thrill of learning to place the 
individual characters of the Scriptures in their ex- 
act relative time, place, and companionships can pos- 
sibly realize the great difference it will make in his 
enjoyment, profit, appreciation, and enthusiasm in study- 
ing God’s. wonderful Word, 

A number of years ago J visited a Bible class in a 
middle western city for several Sundays. The class, 
which was made up of many of the leading members 
of the church, was taught by an apparently splendid 
teacher. His lectures were well prepared, his ques- 
tions were pertinent, and I learned something each 


_ time I heard him. But one Sunday the teacher was 


detained and I was asked to substitute for him. The 
lesson was somewhere in Kings. Let us suppose the 
subject was Ahab. 

In order to connect up with previous lessons, I 
asked what natural cause there was for a closer friend- 
ship between Judah and Israel than between either 
of these two kingdoms and surrounding nations. Not 
getting a satisfactory answer, I asked who was king 
of Israel at the time of the division. Though the class 
was doing its best to co-operate with me, it was evi- 
dently entirely at sea; so I said, “Let us go back to 
Adam and get the story straight.” 

In five minutes that ‘class with its hands full of 
“pearls”. had them strung, in order, as far as Ahab’s 
story. Adam, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Jacob, Joseph, 
Moses, Joshua, the Judges, the United Kingdom, the Di- 
vided Kingdom, and Ahab; and we had hastily traced 
the story on the map as we proceeded. The comments of 
the class left me in no doubt as to their pleasure in 
finding that they could, with a little practice, think 
through the story from Genesis to Kings. The experi- 
ence gave me a new incentive. I resolved that here- 
after I would teach people how to “think through” the 
Bible story. 

Shortly after this I moved to another church and 
was placed in “The Young Married People’s Class”; 
enrollment ten, attendance four. After a few weeks 
the president of the group told me that he had, been 
unspeakably chagrined recently when attempting to 
teach a class to be told that he was hopelessly confus- 
img King Saul and Saul of Tarsus. “Now,” said the 
young man, “I feel that I cannot afford to let a thing 
like that happen again. Would you be willing to give 
a year’s series of lectures to our class and give us a 
bird’s-eye view of the Old Testament?” “For four 
people?” I asked. “Never! Not in a church the size 
of this.’ “How many would you come for?” he asked. 
I repfied that I would attempt the work if there were 
twenty in the class the first Sunday, but that I should 
ene embarrassed if the attendance were no 

ger. 

_ Later I saw this class president going from man 
to man on the public tennis court with a paper in his 
hand working as if he were trying to sell life insur- 
ance. Evening after evening he kept at it. Saturday 
night he called to say he hoped I had my lesson prér 
pared, though he was not at all sure of twenty. 


Sunday morning thirty-six people registered for the’ 


course. I-taught the first two verses of Genesis, mak- 
ing allowance for the millions of years that may-havé 
come between them, and bringing in the intimations 


- 


O cents), and ‘‘Five Hundred Bible Story Questions and 


cents). 


These may be had from The Sunday School 


of the prophets concerning these prehistoric times. I 

never taught a more interested class, The next Sun- 

day there were seventy-five people in the room, almost 

= of them armed with notebooks, and our real work 
gan. 

Diplomas were offered to all those who took the 
course and passed the final examination satisfactorily. 
No textbook was used except the Bible, but each stu- 
dent was expected to have a Bible of his own and to 
mark it. No person was to receive a diploma at the 
end of the year who could not “think through” the 
Old Testament story. Each Sunday we added a “pearl” 
or two to our string, and every Sunday we began the 
review at the first verse of Genesis. I began my study 
of the lesson weeks ahead of time, seeking for new 
and novel things in the text, and subjecting my prep- 
aration constantly to the following list of questions: 


ti Have I something that will definitely interest the 
men? 

2. Have I something that will definitely interest the 
‘women? 

3. Have I something that will make these men and 
women better husbands and wives? - 


4. Will their knowledge of the Bible be definitely 
increased ? 


5. Have I something to give that will increase their 
faith? 

6. Will this lesson bring each person in the class 
closer to Jesus Christ? 


Nothing was allowed to delay the work of the class. 
No announcements were permitted unless of very real 
importance. Previously the class had had twelve so- 
cials a year. We dispensed with socials, with the ex- 
ception of one big one late in the year; but students 
often met together to study. We. did not even call 
the roll. Instead, a sheet of paper headed “Who Is 
Here Today?” was passed through the class, signed 
by each person, and left on my desk later by the last 
One receiving it. It was uhderstéod that I would 
remain after class to answer questions, and sick mem- 
bers were reported privately to the secretary. 

The first thing each Sunday was the assignment of 
the next Sunday’s lesson, No two assignments were 
alike and they were so planned as to incite curiosity 
and compel investigation. Take this one as a sample: 


Lesson —2 Kings, chaps. 11-21 

1. Where, under what circumstances, 
does the author say a man wipes a dish? 
2. Who was hidden in a church for six years? 


3. When were men to be killed if they followed a 
certain woman? 


4. What two kings robbed a church, and for what 
purposes ? 

5 What prophet shot arrows through a window, and 
why? 

6. What king had to live in a private pesthouse? 


7. When would six times smiting a thing have been 
better than three ? 


8. Of what did King Ahaz get a pattern while he 
was visiting the king of Assyria? 

9. What piece of brass was treasured by the Jews 
for over 700 years, and what became of it! 

10. What country that is on the gratuitous pay roll 


and how 


of the American people is mentioned in the lesson? 


These questions were’ on the blackboard when the 


‘ 
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class entered the room, They weré copied into the 
notebooks as opportunity offered. Several persons 
informed me that they expected to attend the class, but 
that they would have no time for study. I assured 
them that all hives have some drones and if they did 
not look intelligent enough to answer when I asked 
a question I should be careful not to call on them. 
But some of these self-appointed drones became splen- 
did workers. Never during that year did the class 
come to me unprepared. At the close of the year a 
division was made between the men and the women. 
Today the women have a week-day missionary organ- 
ization with nearly sixty members, and the men com- 
pose one of the most dependable organizations in the 
church. 

A large percentage of the class passed the final 
examination with a grade of over eighty-five percent. 
The questions were as follows: 


1. Name the 100. characters whose combined history 
forms the story of the Old Testament. (30 points.) 

2. Name the 12 places the combined history of 
which contains the story of the Old Testament. (10 
points. ) 

3 Write one paragraph each about Hosea, Joel, and 
Micah, clearly distinguishing them from the remainder 
of the 16 writing prophets. (30 points.) 


4. What person is identified with each of the fol- 
lowing: The golden calf, the brazen serpent, the scar- 
let cord, the withered gourd, the chariot of fire, the 
cup in the sack, the herdsman of Tekoa, the load of 
barley bread, the testing of the fleece, the empty water 
bottle? (5 points.) 

5. (a) Who was the first Jew, the first priest, the 
first person who never died, the second person who 
never died, the first of the judges? (b) Give the di- 
mensions of the Old Testament world. (5 points.) 

6. (a) Who said, “Here am I; send me,” “The Lord 
is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep silence 
before him,” “I was no prophet, neither was I a 
prophet’s son,” “As for me and my house, we will 
serve the Lord,” “Saul. hath slain his thousands, but 
David his ten thousands”? (b) To what great men 
was each of the following women related: Delilah, 
Michal, Hannah, Vashti, Miriam? (5 points.) 

7. Make a distinguishing statement about each of 
the following; Nineveh, Nebuchadnezzar, Nehemiah, 
Abinadab, Achish, Cherith, Zarephath, Nabal, Adul- 
lam, Mordecai. (5 points.) 

8. Where in the Bible would you look to find the 
story of the flood, Hagar, Achan, the handwriting on 
the wall, Samson, Eli, Joseph, Elijah, Alexander the 
Great, Rehoboam, the future League of Nations, the 
curse on Edom, the Antichrist, Saul, Sarah, Boaz, 
Gideon, Joshua, Ebed-melech, Darius the Mede? (10 
points. ) 


The one hundred principal characters which I chose, 
whose combined story forms the history of the Old 
Testament, were: 


1. God 33. Ruth 

2. Satan 34. Eli 

3. Adam 38. Samuel 

4. Enoch 36. Saul 

s. Noah 37. David 

6. Job 38. Solomon H 

7. Abraham 39. Elijah 

8. Isaac 40. Elisha 

9. Jacob 41-59. Nineteen Kings of Is- 
10. Joseph rae] 

11. Pharaoh 60-70. Eleven Pre-Exilic 
12. Moses Prophets 

33. Miriam * g1-90. Twenty Kings of Ju- 
14. Caleb dah 

15. Korah o1. Nebuchadnezzar 


16, Balaam 92-93. Two Exilic Prophets 
17. Joshua 94-96. Three Post-Exilic 
18. Rahab Prophets 
19. Achan o7. Cyrus 
20-32. Judges (13 in Book of 08. Ezra 
Judges) o9. Nehemiah 
joo. Esther 


The twelve principal places associated with these 
characters, the combined story of which forms the out- 
line of Old Testament history, are: 


3. Eden 7. Egypt (with Joseph) 

a. Mt. Ararat 8. Wilderness 

3 Babel 9. Canaan 

@ Ur of Chaldees xo. Assyria (captivity) 

gs. Haran 11. Babylon (captivity) 

6 Canaan 12. Canaan (return of exiles) 


This class turned out many excellent teachers and 
leaders, but I feel safe in saying that no one got as 
much inspiration from the work as the one who did 
the teaching, 

€ray CentER, Kan, 


“From the Rabbis to Christ” is a thrilling and con- 
vincing story of the soul struggle for oe peace 
of Heury L, Hellyer, Director of the Christion Tes- 
timony to the Jews. It has been greatly blessed in 
bringing many of the Lord’s chosen people back to the 
Light, and may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company at 25 cents in paper cover, and 60 cents 
attractive. board cover, plus 5 cents postage. 
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LESSON 4. APRIL 24. PETER AT THE TRANSFIGURATION 


International Uniform Lesson.—Mark 9 : 2-10; 2 Peter 1: 16-18 
Golden Text.—There came a voice out of the cloud, This is my beloved Son: hear ye him.—Mark 9:7 





— 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


ARK 9:2.—After six days. Luke 9:28 counts 
in both the day on which the promise (Mark 


9: 1).was given and also the day on which the- 


Transfiguration took place. Peter, and James, and 
John. These three were with the Lord also at the rais- 
ing of Jairus’ daughter and in Gethsemane, It was 
peculiarly fitting that they should have had this ex- 
perience on “the holy mount” (2 Pet, 1: 18) as a prep- 
aration for the terrible one later. 


A high mountain, Probably Hermon. Transfigured. 


The Greek word lies at the root of our English word 


metamorphosis. It is a word that expresses the com- 

leteness and significance of the change that took place. 
tt describes not merely an alteration in the Lord’s 
outward appearance, but a change in the very con- 
stitution of his physical form. It was as though 
the hidden deity burst forth through all the trappings 
of humanity. His flesh was a veil (Heb. 10:20), 
but the veil on that day became translucent with the 
outshining of the inner glory. It was not a glory re=- 
flected from without ; it was a glory shining forth from 
within. Not the glory of a dazzling mirror on which 
a ray of light falls, but the glory of.a lighthouse, This 
same word is also used of the great and entire change 
of the inner life, otherwise described as the new birth 
(cf. Rom: 8:29; 12:2; 2 Cor, 3:18; Gal. 4:19; Phil, 
$3 30). 

Apart by themselves. Luke tells us (9:20) that it 
was while the Saviour was praying that the change 
came over his person. 


Verse 3.—His garments, The glory of his person 
shone even through the texture of his clothing, One 
reading of this verse of Mark’s adds. the words “as 
snow” (A, V.). Matthew speaks of the Lord’s coun- 
tenance shining like the sun. So the evangelists bor- 
row imagery from the world of nature and of men’s 
art in their effort to set forth the transcendent bright- 
ness of the light which now arrayed the person of the 
Lord. This clothing with the light is one of the at- 
tributes of deity. “Who coverest thyself with light 
as with a garment” (Psa, 104: 2). 


Verse 4.—There appeared unto them, Luke (9: 32) 
tells us that the three disciples had been weighed down 
with sleep. Probably the Lord had been praying so 
long that sheer weariness had overcome them. They 
were now awakened by the supernatural light. When 
they were thoroughly aroused they saw not only the 
Lord Jesus but also these other two. We are not told 
how they recognized Moses and Elijah. It may have 
been by some instinctive, intuitive perception, or it 
may have been from the conversation, or by the Lord's 
informing them. The two men are significant char- 
acters in Bible history. Moses had been the founder 
of the law; Elijah had been the restorer of the broken 
law, while the Lord jesus was the fulfiller of the law. 
Moreover, both these men had -had something unusual 
in the termination of their life on earth. Elijah had 
been rapt to Heaven by a whirlwind (2 Kings 2:11). 
Moses, on the other hand, had died (Deut. 34:5, 6), 
but God himself had buried him. These two men 
thus become representatives: the latter of the dead 
who shall rise to greet the Lord at his second advent 
(1 Thess. 4:16), and the former of the living Chris- 
tians who shall be rapt to himself without dying (1 
Thess, 4: 17). 

Talking with Jesus. Luke tells us that the subject 
of the conversation was the Lord’s approaching death. 
Peter’s heart must have smitten him as he realized 
that what he had been unwilling to recognize as the 
divine necessity for the beloved Lord was the central 
theme of this heavenly conversation. He must have 
learned afresh that his Master had turned to him for 
sympathy and it had been refused him, and that the 
understanding that_he had failed to give was being 
ministered to the Lord Jesus by these visitors from 
Heaven. It-is important to observe that neither of 
the two visitors spoke a single word to the disciples. 
The Bible emphatically condemns all attempts at in- 
tercourse between those on earth and those who have 
passed from earth. These men spoke to Jesus only. 
It is necessary to note this in view of the fact that 
Spiritism has not scrupled to represent the Transfig- 
uration as a seance, 

The death of the Lord Jesus is referred to as his 
exodus. It is spoken of, not as something in which 
he was helpless, but as something which he was to 
accomplish. Further, remember that it was that same 
coming death which was spiritually and ethically the 
means to the glorification that these departed saints 
were already enjoying. 


Verse 5.—Pecter, Confused, eager, impulsive as al- 


+ 


Devotional Reading: Isaiah 6: 1-8. 
Primary Topic: Jesus Shows Feter His Glory. 


Lesson Material: Mark 9: 2-8; 2 Peter 1: 16-18, 
Memory Verse: This is my beloved Son: hear ye him.— 
Mark 9: 7. 
Junior Topic ; 


e Beauty and Glory of Christ. 
Lesson Material; Mark 9: 50; Peter 1: 16-18, 
Memory Verse: Mark 9: 


Intermediate and Senior Topic: What Peter Saw and Heard in 
the Mount. 
Tegle for Seung People and Adults: The Majesty and Glory of 











Mark 932 And after six days Jesus taketh with him 
Peter, and 1 James, wnd John, and bringeth them up into 
a high mountain apart by themselves: and he was trans- 
figured before them; 3 and his garments became glistering, 
exceeding white, so as no fuller on earth can whiten them. 


honor and glory, when there was borne such a voice to him 
by the Majestic Glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased: 18 and this voice we ourselves heard 
borne out of heaven, when we were with him in the holy 
mount. 


10Or, Jacob. 2Or, booths. 
ing received. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 


®Gr., presence. *Gr., hav- 








ways. The mysterious visitants were going away 
(Luke 9: 33). It was for Peter too brief a conversa- 
tion, too transient a glimpse of the glory, It is good. 
Better than being rebuked of the scribes and suffering 
many things of the elders and chief priests, and being 
killed (Matt. 16:21). The materialism of Peter’s 
nature is asserting itself once more. 

Tabernacles. 
used at the Feast of Tabernacles (Lev. 23:40, 42). 
It seemed to him that the hour for the long-looked-for 
reign had come. From the slopes of Hermon he 
would have had the laws of the new kingdom pro- 
claimed so that all men might know that Jesus was the 
true Messiah and that he was attested as such by the 
great representatives of the Old Testament economy. 
Moreover, the advent of Elijah was foretold as usher- 
ing in Messiah’s day (Mal. 4:5). 

_ Verse 6—He knew not what to answer. Yet he 
felt he must say or do something to relieve the ten- 
sion of those moments. They became sore afraid. 
Their fear was connected with their entering into 
the cloud (Luke 9:34). The cloud was the veil of 
the presence of himself. It was the Shekinah 
which had once covered the mercy seat in the temple 
but which for so long had been absent (Lev. 9:23; 
Ezek. 10:4). It was the very presence of God. Yet 
they entered in because Jesus was with them; he, in- 
deed, led the way. It was the presence of God, and 
small wonder that the disciples trembled. The words 
denote the very extremity of fear. Compare Moses’ 
words (Heb. 12:21). The cloud was not dark but 


bright and shining (Matt. 17:5). Light in its utmost * 


intensity has the same effect as darkness. Compare 
Milton’s “dark with excess of iight,” or Wordsworth’s 
“a glorious privacy of light.” 

Verse 7.—A voice. The same voice had been heard 
before at his baptism (Matt. 3:17). It was again 
to be heard as the Lord Jesus stood on the threshold 


of his passion (John 12:28). Here it was a confirma-- 


tion not so much of his Sonship, though of course that 
was included, as of the Lord’s resolve to sacrifice 
himself. Note John’s references to this scene (John 
1:14; 1 John 1:1). Hear ye him. When Jesus had 
begun to teach them about his approaching passion 
Peter had refused to hear (8: 31, 32). 

Verse 8—And suddenly looking round about, At 
first they fell prostrate (Matt. 17:6) at the shock of 
the divine voice (cf. Exod. 3:6; 1 Kings 19:13). 
Then the Lord Jesus himself came and touched them 
to reassure them, after which they suddenly gazed all 
around them and all had gone. There was no one and 
nothing there save Jesus only. 


Booths of wattled boughs like those — 


Verse 9.—Tell no man. The seal of silence was not 
removed until after the resurrection. 

Verse 10.—Questioning among themselves. They 
were puzzled and bewildered by the mysterious neces- 
sity of his death. And the puzzle was not lessened 
by the manifestation of his glory. They had not yet 
learned to connect his death with their own sin. The 
difficulty is not one that is peculiar to the three. There 
is need for thoughtful and prayerful plainness of 
speech in declaring to our classes that it is not the 
life nor the teaching of the Lord Jesus which is the 
Good News; but his death. “It is the blood that 
maketh atonement” (Lev. 17:11). “Apart from shed- 


ding of blood there is no remission” (Heb. 9: 22)}. 
This is not popular theology today, nor has it “évér. 


been. But on that very account it is all the mdfe 
necessary that it should be emphasizéd so that: the 
pupils may understand it. 

2 Peter 1:16.—Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The Greek word means presence and is used frequently 
in connection with the Second Advent (cf. Matt. 24: 
3; 1 Cor. 15:23; 1 Thess. 4:15; 2 Pet. 3:4, 12). 
Apparently its use in connection with the Transfigura- 
tion is intended to suggest to us that his appearance 
on the one occasion was similar in the circumstances 
of its manifestation to what it will be on the other. 

Verse 18.—The holy mount. This expression im- 
plies that the narrative was already well known. The 
mountain is becoming so designated in the minds of 
Christians. It is important, therefore, to observe that 
God has kept the Church in almost complete ignorance 
of any of the specially holy places of our Lord’s life 
on earth. He has twice passed the sponge of destruc- 
tion over Jerusalem since the great Pentecost. No one 
really knows where the Sermon on the Mount was 
preached nor where—the Transfiguration took place. 
The Gospel is universal and not local. Evangelical 
truth comes into the heart not through pilgrimages to 
holy places but through fhe attentive and obedient 
mind. The recrudescence of medievalism in our. day 
renders it more than-necessary to insist upon this. 

DevoTionaL READING — Isaiah 6: 1-8. 

Isaiah 6:1.—In the year that King Ussziah died. 
Tradition has it that Isaiah was connected* with the 
royal house. If so, private grief would be added to 
public sorrow. It was at such a time that this fresh 
revelation of the Lord was given. There is no reason 
to think that this vision marks the beginning of Isa- 
iah’s ministry. It was a fresh experience that the 
Lord gave him, just as he so often did to Peter, and 
as he so often does to us. 

Verse 2—Six wings. The three pairs aptly denote 
reverence, humility, and obedience. 

Verse 3.—Note the thrice repeated holy, suggestive 
of the doctrine of the Trinity, which, however, is re- 
vealed in completeness only in the New Testament. 

Verse 5.—Undone (cf. Luke 5:8). Lips. -A refer- 
ence to Isaiah’s own prophesying.: The very work 
he was doing. for God appeared unclean in the pres- 
ence of that awful holiness.. Compare Binny’s glorious 
hymn: , 

Eternal light, eternal light, 

How pure the soul must be 
When, placed within that searching sight, 
It shrinks not, but with calm delight 

Can live and look on thee. 


Mine eyes have seen the King. Conviction of sin does 
not depend upon acquaintance with sin, but upon a 
deeper knowledge of God. Indeed, acquaintance with 
sin tends to blunt the sensibilities to what sin really is. 
The holier a man is the more he wil! feel his own 
unholiness. The less holy a man is the less will he 
recognize his sin. Off the altar. And, therefore, from 
the burning sin-offering which spoke symbolically of 
the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ. God does not 
attempt to minimize Isaiah’s uncleanness, he heals it. : 

Verse 8—Whom shall I send? It is only the 
cleansed man who can be the God-commissioned man, 


Golden Topics 


The Lord Jesus is the perfect guide (Heb. 2:10), 
who knows the way Home along the road of rapture. 
He went to the very threshold of rapture that day, 
but he also turned away from it and came back to 
travel our way of the grave and gate of death. So 
whichever way we have to go he knows both. We are 
safe with him as our leader. 

Even on the threshold of the Father’s house he 
thought about us and our salvation. If he had gone 
Home then he would have done no more than 
exercise his right. But he would have gone in alone. 
He turned back to meet the cross that he might bring 
us in also. 

If sin had not entered into the world this might 
have been the regular way Home for all of us. 


Pp Xe rte pe 








ee er e ee 








rrr te te rei ie ye oe: 6 hl 


om os 


ee of S ad 


d. 


sh 
on 
a- 


nd 
te 


ive 
re= 


or- 
ric 
eS- 


0), 
iTe. 
lay, 


are 


he 
‘one 
han 
one. 
‘ing 


ight 


me 








Kesson for April 24 
Mark 9: a-10; 2 Peter 1 : 16-18 


‘Perhaps such a garment of light was the clothing of 
Adam and Eve before the fall. Perhaps also it will 
be ours after the Rapture. 


A Lesson Outline 


1. The foregleam. 
(1) Resurrection, 
(2) Reunion, 1. 
(3) Reassurance. “Jesus only.” 
(4) Restraint. “Tell no man.” 
2. The forerunner. 
(1) Leader. ; 
(a) Up the mountain. 
(b) Into the cloud. _ 
(c) Down to the plain. 
(2) Teacher. 


The Practical Aim 

It will be well in this lesson to get the class occupied 
as much as possible with the Lord Jesus himself. The 
Holy Spirit delights to exalt Christ. So let us_rely 
on him this Sunday to help us so to speak of our Lord 
that young hearts may be irresistibly attracted to him. 
His glory, his authority, his kindness, may well be 
our themes. And as the pupils think of the Lord 
Jesus, the Spirit will bring conviction of sin and fail- 
ure for them as he did for Isaiah. 

Tunsrince WELLS, Enc. 


ue 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


HAT incident immediately preceding the Transfig- 
uration made it stand out in bolder contrast? 


2. What evidence do we find in the Gospel records for 
identifying the mountain of the Transfiguration? 


3. What was the Transfiguration? ~ 


4 What was Jesus doing when his face began to shine 
as the sun? 

gs. What point of likeness to other heavenly visitors is 
noted in the appearance of Jesus upon this occasion? 


6. Concerning what did Moses and Elias talk to Jesus 
in the.Transfiguration? 


7. Since there was no announcement of the names of the 
two heavenly visitors -who appeared. with Jesus on the 
mountain, how did Peter know who they were, so that he 
could call their names in his request to Christ? 


8 What notable similarity do you observe between these 
two visitors from Heaven and Jesus that may bear upon 
their coming to talk with Jesus just before his ‘own sac- 
rificial death and resurrection? 


9. Of what else besides this “body of glory” could these 
two have talked with Jesus? 


10, What is central in the Transfiguration scene? 


11, Why did Jesus show his magchless glory to his dis- 
ciples? 


12, What was the meaning of the Transfiguration to 
Jesus? il 


13. What was Peter’s part in the Transfiguration scene? 
14 What rebuke did he receive there? 


1s. Why was the voice in the cloud heard at an oppor- 
tune time? 


16. Why were the disciples so frightened? 


17, What is the evidence that the experience on the mount 
left a lasting impression in. the life of Peter? 


Answers to Last Week's Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


we 
This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, ‘Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





* Tuer PRINCIPLE OF ConcENTRATION.—Osgan- 
ize the lesson around one central and important 
truth whenever possible. 











VEN though -we are ‘following ‘a series of lessons 

whose central character is the apostle Peter, it 
seems like a misplaced emphasis to make him, even 
by implication, the central figure of a scene where he 
had but a minor and mistaken part. By no means is 
his experience here to be regarded as minor in his,own 
career, of course, for he. himself has left us the rec- 
ord that indicates how important to his ministry in 
other days was the fact. that he had been an eyewit- 
ness of the majesty of the Lord when he was with 
him in the holy mount, (2 Pet. 1: 16-18). So far as 
Peter was concerned, the central fact of his experi- 
ence on the transfiguration mount. was the rebuke’ given 
him from Heaven when, in his mistaken exuberance 
of thoughtless expression, he made no distinction in 
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Lesson Calendar \ 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may had from The Sunday School Times 
‘ Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. . 
Second Quarter 
a. April 3.—Peter Becomes a Disciple of Jesus 
Mark 1 : 14-18, 29-3 
2. April 10.—Peter’s Lesson in Trust ...Matthew 14 :.22-33 
3. April 17.—Peter’s Great Confession ...Matthew 16 : 33-24 
4. April 24.—Peter at the Transfiguration 
Mark 9: 2-10; 2 Peter 13 16-18 
§. May 1.—Peter’s Denial and Repentance 
Mark 14: 53, 54, 66-71; Luke 22 : 61, 62 
6. May 8.—Peter and the Risen Lord, John 20: 1-10; a1 : 1-23 
7. May 15.—Peter at Pentecost ........ edueate cocceeeActs 2 
8. May 22.—Peter Heals the Lame Man ..Acts 3 :'1 to 4: 31 
9. May 29.—Peter Undaunted by Persecution ..Acts § : 17-42 
10. June 5.—Peter Preaching to Gentiles ...... Acts 10 and 11 
11, June 12—Peter Delivered from Prison ...Acts 12: 1-17 
12 June 19.—Peter Teaches Good Citizenship. (Tem- 
Perance Lesson.) .....ssseccsseeee 1 Peter .2 : 11-3173 43 1-8 
13. June 26.—Review: Life and Letters of Peter 








rank between his divine Lord, the Son of God, and 
Moses and Elijah who communed with him, 

But the central fact is not the thoughtless word. of 
Peter, nor even the incidental fact that Peter was 
there at all, but the fact of the glory of the Lord. He 
holds the center of this stage, and the only earth voice 
that spoke, even though it was the same voice that 
made the great confession, was a voice. that struck a 
discordant note into the harmony of a divine sym- 
phony. It will be well to let everything else in. the 
teaching center about the radiant outbreaking of the 
divine glory that transfigured our Lord, and the mean- 
ing of it. Only thus can we do justice to this unique 
experience in the unique career of the One unlike any 
other; and only thus can we put in his proper place 
in this scene of glory the impetuous character who 
was honored by his Lord in being included in the 
little company permitted this glimpse behind the cur- 
tain of sense appearances, 

Huntinopon, Pa. 


« 
The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Talker.—Peter answered and saith ... let us 
make three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for 
Moses, and one for Elijah (M&rk 9:5). I know how 
Carlyle must have felt when John Stuart Mill, after 
sitting up all night reading Carlyle’s manuscript of 
the “French Revolution,” left the pages on the floor 
in the usual careless manner of genius. In the morn- 
ing’ the maid used the priceless manuscript to kindle 
the fire in the grate. All Carlyle’s weeks of labor 
went up in the chimney in smoke, I had written this 
lesson and the following one on a trip to Providence 
and then lost my tablet on top of a Fifth Avenue bus. 
I now have té do it all over again. As I write under 
the pressure of the moment I have forgotten both my 
texts and the comments. I only know they were the two 
best lessons I have ever written in the twenty years! 
That razor (or scissors) you lost was the best one you 
ever had! Human nature is built that way! We are 
studying Peter, and brother Peter was always in evi- 
dence. Rushing in where angels fear to tread. We 
are told that Peter, like so many of us, talked just 
for the sake of saying something, when silence is the 
best part of the situation. Some folks, when they call 
upon the sick, forget that their mere presence is the 
best “talk” of sympathy. There is not much te say 
when a friend is bereaved, but lots to feel. So just 
go and stand by him and say as little as possible, 
Your just being there is eloquent. Many a sick one, 
many a sorrowing one has been doubly hurt by well 
meaning’ but loquacious “tabernacle” builders. Thére 
are times when talk is welcome. One time on a trip 
up the lakes there was a man on board who rushed 
around in every town we came to, buying teaspoons 
to take home to his wife. “What is the idea of all 
these different kinds of spoons?” we asked him, “My 
wife ‘puts them on the table to make conversation.” 
We have been at dinners when we have wished that 
something might “make conversation.” But the most 
of us, like Peter, are more apt to talk too much than 
too little. Here’s what the Book says about it in 
Psalm 141: 3. 


The Best Witness.—We did not foNow cunningly 
devised fables ... but we were eyewitnesses (2 Pet. 
1:16). When we’ remember that Peter suffered for 
it, and died for it, and was not the sort of man: easily 
fooled — it is not the out-of-doors, always-in-evidence 
type of man who sits in with mediums and witch doc- 
tors — we can readily accept him as a witness we can 
believe. Men do not suffer and die for a lie when 
truth would save them. Men and women every day 
are having most tremendous experiences. Indeed, what 
Christian man or woman actively engaged in. the Mas- 
ter’s service has not had experiences that demonstrated 
the nearness of Heaven? Jesus could easily make it 
possible for his disciples to see the heavenly visitors, 
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And it was all for our sakes, too. Now we know that 
in the other worid we do not lose our identity and per- 
sonality, even if we do lose our age and our infirmities 
—and our babyhood! One of our rough-and-tumble 
steel workers said the other day, “One thing I like 
about the Bible is that it is true.’ And one thing we 
like about the Transfiguration is, as Peter tells us, “It 
is true.’ Peter says, “I was there and saw.” 


The Road to Honor.—He received from God the 
Father honor and glory (v. 17). Of course he did as 
“my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased” (Matt. 
3:17; 17:5), but the great thing for all the family 
of Adam is that every one whose life is locked up in 
Him receives the same honor and glory. When Louis 
of France honored one of the “Third. Estate” and shed 
the glory of the crown upon him, that man became one 
of the nobility. Ditto for a woman. This is what 
happens when the man or woman from the depths is 
born by the blood of Christ into the Christian Church. 
With the late Dan Crawford in “Back to the Long 
Grass” I am following Livingstone. through that same 
tall grass. I have been looking upon, the picture of 
the tree under which Livingstone’s great heart was 
buried. Every one knows where Livingstone himself 
lies buried. One of the things the visitor to England’s 
great Valhalla at Westminster Abbey wants to see is 
the grave of the factory boy who gave his life to the 
service of his Lord in darkest Africa. Jerry McAuley 
was a comman river thief in New York City, but no 
funeral ever held in New York surpassed the honor 
paid to the founder of Water Street Mission. Later 
came General William Booth, a poor down town 
preacher who raised a ridiculed tin soldier sort of 
“Army.” He was honored by his Queen and the whole 
world (except Professor Huxley). And so on for 
hundreds of others in various nations that will come 
to mind. But let us come home to “Stoke Pogis.” 
Who are the men and women most. honored in the 
little world where your life: has been cast? Look 
around a little and see. The biggest funeral ever held 
in Coatesville was that of Charlie Springer, a railroad 
brakeman who could neither read nor write, but who 
led hundreds of his fellow workmen into the kingdom 
of God. He was a member of the Iron Rose Bible 
Class until he went into the Baptist Church. God 
glorifies and honors his Son, and he also glorifies and 
honors the true friends of his Son. He often antici- 
pates the honor sure to come Up There by a: little 
of the honor down here, 


CoATESVILLE, Pa, 
“ 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited. to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date-of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” ’ 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 


When God Speaks.—There came a voice. out of the 
cloud (Golden Text). 


You cannot brighten God’s fair stars, 
Or polisk God’s bright sun; 
You cannot gem the sunbeam cars 
That through the woodland run. 
You cannot perfect perfect light, 
The rays from God’s own eyes; 
And till you can, 
O clever man, 
Perhaps it would be wise 
To leave God’s written Word alone, 
To shine with luster all its own. 


—From The Evangel. Sent by William D. Combs, 
Oneida, N. Y. 


The Transfigured Tabernacle.—And he was trans- 
figured before them (Mark 9:2). “It is a peculiar 
thing,” said an embalmer as he stood. by a woman’s 
casket, “but it isn’t necessary to tell: me she was a 
Christian; I always know as soon as I see the body; 
the glory leaves its stamp on the face.’—From F, B. 
Meyer. Sent by Dr. Chas. W. Anderson, Charleston, 
Ark. Prize illustration. 


The Saviour Transfigures the Saved.—He was 
tgansfigured (v. 2). “I had five hundred men in my 
church last Sunday morning,” said Dr. J. H. Jowett, 
“five hundred workingmen. One of them has been so 
frequently in the police court that in our local jail there 
is one cell that bears his name, and is always waiting for 
him. He was faid hold of by what we call the Adult 
School Movement, the Lord Jesus took possession 
of him, -and I think I never heard a more beautiful 
testimony than one of his friends gave me concerning 
him just a week or two ago. He said, ‘You know that 
man’s face is changing every week WHe had the 
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face of a beast; it is lighting up, light- 
ing up, like an old cathedral.’ ”—l‘rom 
The British Weekly, Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


How Much More, Christ !—Jesus only 
(v. 8). Sir William Robertson Nicoil 
told a beautiful story of an old Scotsman 
who lay dying. The room was crowded 
with his friends. One by one they said 
ood-by and left him. At last, none was 
feft save his wife, his faithful companion 
through a long pilgrimage. He took her 
hand and said faintly, “They will a’ gang; 
you will stay!” “Jesus, in his singleness,” 
said a famous preacher, “is enough for 
our hearts.".—From Sunday Circle. Sent 
by Mrs. B. Dowen, Kingston Hill, Surrey, 
Eng. 


Forgetting All Else.—They saw no 
one any more, save Jesus only (v. 8). 
Mir. Spurgeon testified that when he 
opened his eyes at the conclusion of his 
public prayer, he was sometimes startled 
and embarrassed to realize that he was in 
the presence of his congregation. He had 
been so near to God talking to him as a 
friend with friend that he had forgotten 
all else—From Winona Echoes. Sent by 
Emily McFarland,” Newark, Ohio, 


Transfiguration Today. (Suggested by 
Lanier’s Ballad of Trees and the Mas- 
ter:)—As they came down from the 
mountain (v. 9). 

Into the mount I went one day, 

Lord Jesus in my heart, 

And the little birds sang in praise of him, 

The sunshine gladdened ite rays for him, 

_The proud trees bowed in amaze of him, 

As into the mount I went, apart 

From the toiling, moiling, sin-soiled throng 
Lord Jesus in my heart. 


Down from the mount I came that day, 
Lord Jesus in my heart, 

And those who had seemed so drear to me 

Stood forth transfigured and dear to me, 

And I longed to gather them near to me 

As down from the mount I came, aflame 

With a Christ-born love for all sons of shame, 
Lord Jesus in my heart! 


—From William Norris Burr, in’ The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by W. R. 
ClaPk, Oxford, Eng. 


Mountain Tops Not for Homes.— 
They .were coming down from the moun- 
tain (v. 9). “God does not make moun- 
tain tops to be inhabited,” said Henry 
Drummond on one occasion; “they are 
not for the homes of men. We ascend the 
heights to catch a broader vision of our 
earthly surroundings, but we do not tarry 
there. The streams take rise in the up- 


lands, but quickly descend to gladden the | 


fields and valleys below. .Most are to 
descend from a mount of privilege to a 
commonplace life—to our farms, our 
factories, our studies. This is not a down- 
fall."—From The Sunday at Home. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


From the Platform 
"Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for the ways in which thou 
hast revealed thyself to man. But above all 
other revelations of thyself we thank thee for 
thine only begotten Son, our Lord and Sav- 
iour Jesus Christ, in whom dwells the fullness 
of the Godhead bodily. May we indeed obey 
thy voice and hear him, to the end that we 
may believe in him, yielding our lives to 
his blessed service. May his glory be round 
about us, whether on the mountain top, or 
in the valley, shining upon the way over 
which he would lead us. We ask all this in 
his dear name. Amen, 


After the Lesson.—It is so easy to 
think of the love of Christ, and to forget 
his majesty and glory. It was said of 
one of England’s kings, that while he was 
most kindly toward those around him, 
none even of his intimate friends would 
ever have ventured to clap him on the 
shoulder! He was the king. His friends 
knew it. They acted accordingly. How 
far above any earthly comparison is our 
Lord! What kindliness, what high dig- 
nity, and heavenly majesty! Yes, we are 
to love him, indeed; and he chose to hum- 
ble himself and to live as one of the very 
poor. But let us not forget his infinite 
glory and majesty. We need to hear 

S$ voice saying from the cloud: “This 
is my beloved Son: hear ye him.” Shall 
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we not let the scene of the Transfigura- 
tion come clearly before us more often 
than ever before? Let us pray. 





THIS IS MY BELOVED SON 


Curist’s GLory 


Man’s Duty Reveatep 


HEAR HIM! 











Lesson Hymns and Psalms 
“Blessed Be the Name.” 
“He Is So Precious to Me.” 
“Precious Name.” 
“Lord Jesus, On the Holy Mount.” 
“Jesus! Wonderful Name!” 
“Praise Him, Praise Him.” 
“All People That on Earth Do Dwell.” 
(Titles ‘listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,’’ published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 
“In Beauty of Holiness” (63:1, 2, 4). 
Psalm 29: 1-4, 10, 11. 
“Tell of His Glory” (305:1, 2). 
Psalm 148: 1, 2, 7-14. 
“Thie Mighty God” (110:1, 3). 
Psalm 48:9, 10, 14 
“The Lord Is Judge” (113:1, 2). 
Psalm 50 : 1-7. 


b 
Say, Fellows— 


Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: “Hear Him!” 

Discussion: Show the different ways to 
“hear him”’—through his Word, through 
his providences, by his Spirit. 

Objective: Tabernacling with Jesus. 


AY, fellows, this transfiguration in- 

cident in the earthly life of our Lord 
holds for us the key to a wonderful ex- 
perience of our own. As usual, in has 
human, and often blundering way, Peter 
helps us to connect with it. Peter was 
overpowered by the marvelous sight, and, 
Peter-like, he had to make a remark. 
Peter in those days didn’t feel as if he 





was getting anywhere unless he was talk- 
ing. But I am glad he spoke, for what 
he said helps us to get the idea — the big 
idea in it all, Peter said, “Master, this 
is wonderful! Let us put up three tents 
—one for you, one for Moses, and one 
for Elijah!” Now, since the record tells 
us that Peter himself didn’t know what 
he was saying, I suppose we cannot know 
what was in his mind, but it is interesting 
to guess. I think Peter wanted in some 
way to house the vision, to hold on to this 
wonder which might vanish as suddenly 
as it had appeared. Peter was thrilled 
with the glory of it, and wanted to get 
busy right then to perpetuate it — and 
right there on the mountain top, away up 
above the rest of the world. For Peter 
it was a welcome shift from the thought of 
a suffering, crucified Christ, concerning 
which he had so recently been in trouble. 
What a boon it would be to provide a 
special place for these heavenly, super- 
natural beings, with his Lord in the cen- 
ter! Jesus did not answer Peter, but 
the voice of God the Father spoke, say- 
ing: “This is my beloved Son: hear 
him.” 

“Hear him!” The supreme Authority 
of Heaven and earth had spoken. Jesus 
has the words of life. To whom else 
shall you and I go, fellows? He is say- 
ing to you and me today, as he stands 
knocking at the door: “If any man hear 
my voice, and open the door, I will come 
in to him, and will sup with him, and he 
with me” (Rev. 3:20). So here is the 
true thought about a dwelling place with 
Jesus —even here upon earth. Not upon 
some mountain in a booth, but down here 


in the valley where we have to live and 


do our work. The glory of the trans- 
figuration scene helps me to appreciate 
the fact of my _ glorious, tri nt 
Christ, ready and willing —yes, actually 
knocking upon the door of my earthly 
life—to enter. And he says if any man 
hear his voice and yield the door to him, 
he will enter and abide. 

Then something more, fellows, —the 
eating. “And will sup with him, and he 
with me.” Why the double figure? Well, 
this, — we all have some “black bread” to 


eat. There are upsets, disappointments, 
pains, sorrows, and temptations. “Into 
each life some rain must fall.” Jesus 


shares these with us when he comes in. 
In fact, he is just ready to take over. all 
the bitter and give us the sweet, if we 























NOT EVEN THE CLOUD COULD HIDE THE GLORY 
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are trusting him. Then, “He with me.” 
Oh, yes, I see. Jesus brings along some 
f of his own. Do you recall the in- 
cident of the woman at the well, near 
Sychar? When the disciples returned, 
having gone to the village to buy food, 
they were surprised to hear Jesus say, “I 
have meat to eat that ye know not of.” 
His meat was doing the Father’s. will 
(John 4: 31-34). So as he eats with us 
we note that he has food that is better 
than ours, and he offers us a taste of it. 
We know that his is the real food. So 
to us, also, doing the will of the Father 
becomes food, and more and more do we 
find that this is the satisfying food. 

Fellows, have you heard his voice? 
Have you flung wide the door?. Do not 
delay. Here’s the heavenly Visitor come 
to be your Guest, and to abide. And as 
he abides, all the grind and monotony of 
life take on a new dignity and a new 
glory. No tabernacle on the mountain 
can compare with it. 


GREENSBORO, N. C. 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


(z) A great vision follows a great faith, 
and (2) prepares for a great service. 











“47 OUR young men shall see visions,” 

declared the prophet of old; but it 
takes no prophet to declare that your girls 
of today must also “see visions” if they 
are to prepare for great service in the 
kingdom of God. Great service is sus- 
tained today, as it has ever been, by “‘see- 
ing him who is invisible,”' as- Moses did 
through his stupendous forty years of 
leadership. -So welcome this lesson from 
the life of Peter, this lesson of a vision 
granted to Peter. who. was- not too old 
in spirit to receive it, however dimly, and 
cherish it in-his growing faith. 

(1) But you must help your girls to see 
that this glorious vision of the realities 
belrind: the visible was only granted to 
Peter after his great declaration of faith. 
Those three of Jesus’ friends whose faith 
had already grown strongest were chosen 
to see him in his true glory. “To him 
that hath shall be given” is as true in 
faith as in other things. If your girls 
long for higher, clearer visions let them 
look to the roots of their faith. Even 
God cannot grant us visions of that which 
we cannot see, were it sent. Theirs must 
‘ee a growing faith if it is to be fed with 
such rare privileges as this that was given 
to Peter. 

And down deep in their hearts there 
are girls of yours, even among the least 
likely, who do long for great visions, for 
great service. Do. not be deceived by un- 
likely appearances. Peter probably looked 
very little like a “spiritually-minded man” 
when he climbed Hermon that day with 
his Teacher. Certainly he betrayed very 


little insight into spiritual things by his, 


manner of receiving this vision of things 
heavenly! Not one of your most foolish 
girls could have made a less sensible re- 
mark than his, when he “answered” Jesus! 
In the light of what he had, just a few 
days before, declared to be his deep con- 
viction— that Jesus was the Son of God 
—how foolish is his petition, “Let us 
make three tabernacles” —one for each 
of the two prophets just like the one 
for the Son of God! 


(2) But his Teacher was not discour- 
aged by this failure fully to grasp the 
truth of the vision he had granted to this 
pupil. From this time onward there was 
a steady progression in Peter’s love for 
his Lord, if not apparently in his under- 
standing of his mission, True, there was 
that awful break in it all, when he played 
the arrant coward and denied his Mas- 
ter — but with what bitter tears he imme- 
diately repented! Do not wonder if that 
girl of yours who has seemed to be mak- 
ing most progress in Christian living sud- 
denly falls from her own declared ideals, 
Pray her back into true repentance, even 
as Jesus prayed for Peter, “that his faith 
fail not” in Satan’s testing—as indeed 
it did not. 

It will not be many Sundays before 
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Lesson for April 24 
Mark 9 : 2-10; 2 Peter 1 : 16-18 


your girls will be studying the real re- 
sults of this vision in Peter’s bold and 
fruitful preaching: at Pentecost and after. 
We can see -the whole of his life now, 
and so see the final fruit of this glorious 
revealing of the deity of his Lord in his 
preparation for the life service that 
awaited him. Help your girls to catch 
the vision now—be sure it will bear 
fruit in service in God’s own time and 


way. 
Home Study 
Read all three accounts of the Trans- 
figuration, note details, and make a com- 
plete story of it. 
Decatur, GA. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


S A review, let each child in your 
class repeat Peter’s great. confession 
(Matt. 16: 16). 

Read from Mark 8:31 through Mark 
9:10 for the story this week. Jesus 
knew that it would not always be easy 
for Peter and the other disciples to, con- 
fess him before men; for the rulers had 
already rejected him, and he was soon 
to die a shameful death. But he told 
them that if they were not ashamed of 
him among the sinning people of the 
world that he would not be ashamed of 
them in the presence of his Father and 





the angels. He told them, too, of the 
Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jette Telling Bible Stories” 





Perer AT THE TRANSEL@YRATION 
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time when he would come again as a 
King, with all of his Father’s glory. 

Then one day he took Peter, James, 
and John, and went up into a high moun- 
tain. He gave them a little peep into 
his kingdom, and tried on his kingly 
clothes for them to see. 

When they were all by themselves, and 
he was talking to his Father, all at once, 
his face began to shine like the sun, and 
his clothes became white and dazzling, 
And two of his friends from Heaven vis- 
ited him. These men were Moses and 
Elijah, They had once lived on earth, 
and taught the people, but for a long 
time they had lived in Heaven, and knew 
all about Christ’s plan to die for the 
world. Now the disciples heard them 
talking with their glorified Saviour about 
his death in Jerusalem a few months later. 
They had never seen their Master look 
like that before, and they were afraid, 
and did not know what to say. But Peter, 
as usual, spoke for the others, and offered 
to make. three tents—one for Jesus, one 
for Moses, and one for Elijah, — for 
he thought it would be so good to stay in 
that wonderful place. 

But while he was talking, a strange, 


‘bright cloud hung over the mountain, and 


a voice out of the cloud said, “This is 
my beloved Son: hear ye him.” The 
Father himself had come to visit his Son, 
and the beautiful cloud was his royal 
chariot. The frightened disciples fell 
upon their faces in the presence of the 
cloud chariot, until the vision passed away, 
and Jesus came and touched them gently, 
speaking to them in his own tender voice. 
When they looked up they saw Jesus only, 
in his plain everyday clothes. The three 
disciples walked quietly down the moun- 
tainside with the uncrowned King, as 
he went back to help and to heal the suf- 
fering people of the world a little while 
longer. 

Peter always remembered this wonder- 
ful day, even long after his Lord and 
Master had gone back to the Father’s 
throne. Not long before. his death, after 
so many of the beautiful promises of his 
Saviour had come true, he wrote to some 
of his friends about seeing the Saviour’s 
glory, and hearing the voice of the Father 
praising his beloved Son. 

Sing “Sweet Hour of Prayer.” 

Curnton, S. C. ! 


we 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of April 17) 


x. All those mentioned were holy men and 


national heroes, showing that the people 
regarded Christ highly. 
2. The scribes, Pharisees, Sadducees, 


priests; the rulers of the people in general. 

3. He not only called Christ the expected 
Jewish Messiah, but the divine Son of God. 
Either designation made him greater than a 
prophet. 


4. It is the first climax in the book, the 
height of faith that the disciples had to 
reach before Jesus could make full revela- 
tion of his coming death and resurrection. 

5. That Jesus was everything that he 
claimed to be. 


6. The Father in Heaven (v. 17). 


7. Did he not want others to reach that con- 
viction just as Peter and the rest of the dis- 
ciples in that group had done, through per- 
sonal contact and observation to faith? 


8 After his mission on earth was com- 
pleted and all the evidence of himself estab- 
lished in deeds, there was no other way for 
men to come to such a faith but by the tes- 
timony of those who had witnessed that 
life and death and resurrection. 


9. Every soul that has a vital personal ex- 
perience of Christ in his own life has a mes- 
sage for others. ‘Whom say ye that I am?” 
is a question each must answer. 

10. “From that time forth began Jesus” to 
reveal the exact manner of his death and the 
fact of his coming resurrection, of which 
he had never before- spoken openly even to 
these closest followers. Répeated statements 
of these approaching events follow this con- 
fession, both.jin Matthew’s and Mark’s narra- 
tives. None can accept the resurrection who 
have not personal faith in the Christ. 

11. Verses 16 and 22, 

12. Personal. 


13. Peter was evidently not at the time 
conscious’ of it, but he was presenting the 
same temptation that Satan presented in the 
wilderness, the temptation to assume domin- 





ion without going to it in the divinely ap- | 


pointed way. 

14. When he saw the vision of the sheet let 
down from Heaven and heard the Lord’s 
voice telling him to “kill, and eat’ (Acts 
10 : 9-16). 

15. If Christ is Lord in the life, his will will 
be the highest and best we can desire. Christ 
had said to Peter on one occasion that he 
“must go unto Jerusalem and suffer,” and 
on the other that Peter was to “kill and eat,” 
The very fact that Peter’s will or desire lay 
in a. different direction proved that Christ 
was not wholly Lord in Peter’s life. 


16. We have now as he had Jater an appre- 
ciation of the meaning of Christ’s death as a 
sacrificial atonement. 


17. It is the ray of light that the Lord shed 
on the darkness of his death. 


18 Peter was too much overwhelmed with 
the darkness to see this gleam of light at 
the time. It required the fact of the resur- 
rection to dispel this gloom. 
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The Littie Brown Nest 
By William J. May 


IGH in the fork of an old apple tree 

a little brown nest had been built 
by a pair of gray thrushes. The nest 
was ee proud of herself, and loved’ the 
old apple tree that held her so tightly 
and kept her so safely even when the 
great storm winds blew. She was proud 
of the birds that had built her with 
so much skill and so much care. They 
had made her: so close on the outside that 
the rain could not get in nor the winds 
blow through, and so soft on the inside 
that the tenderest of baby birds would 
never be hurt nor even bruised, however 
the storms might beat the trees and sway 
them to and fro. 

One by one the gray thrushes laid three 
eggs, eggs so blue that they looked as 
though the shells were made out of the 
floor of heaven, 

“Keep my eggs safe,” whispered the 
wise mother thrush, “and one day you 
will have a most glad surprise.” 

After that the little brown nest was 
more proud of herself than ever, and 
always she was saying: “I must be snug 
and warm and strong, and keep safe 
these eggs the mother thrush has trusted 
me with, and some day there will be a 
glad surprise. I wonder what?” 

The bleak East Wind heard the little 
nest talking to’ herself, and he laughed 
in his savage way. 

“Surprise,” he laughed, “there will be 
a surprise, there surely will, but there 
will be no gladness about it.” And he 
laughed again with a laugh. that was a 
roar so loud that the little brown nest 
shook with fear and ‘was afraid that she 
would be thrown down to. the ground. 
Only the gray apple tree held her tightly. 

“You must really be more careful,” she 
told the East Wind, “for I have some- 
thing very precious that I am keeping 
here, jewel boxes, the thrushes called 
them, and if you throw me down they 
will be broken.” 

The East Wind laughed more loudly 
than ever. He knew that the little. brown 
nest need have no fear, for she was too 
firmly fixed in the fork of -the tree. for 
anyone to be able to throw her down. 
But he roared and blew with all his 
strength, hoping to make her afraid. 

The East Wind had to move on at last 
and the little brown nest -was happy 
again, for the gray thrush sat on the three 
blue eggs that were blue as the floor 
of heaven and whispered to the nest of 
the great surprise that would come some 
A — “Some day soon,” the gray thrush 
said. 

The sun shone brightly and the south 
winds blew softly. The gray thrush 
perched on a bough near the nest and sang 
lilting songs of springtime loveliness and 
summer glory, and the gray old apple 
tree forgot that she was old and had 
seen many springs, and wore a spring- 
time dress all pink and white as she had 
done when she was very young. 

One morning the thing most wonder- 
ful, of ‘which the gray thrush had been 
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telling, really happened. For the jewel 
cases that were blue as the floor of 
heaven were empty, and there were three 
baby birds for the little brown nest 
to keep warm and to guard from the wind 
and the rain, 

Oh, but the little, wee birds were lots 
of trouble. All day long the happy gray 
thrushes were flying here and searching 
there and ~~ e for food for the hun- 
gry birds. ll day long the little birds 
were crying: “We’re hungry. We're very 
hungry. We're so very hungry we don’t 
know what to do!” And all day long 
the wee brown nest had to keep them 
warm and guard them from the wind and 
the rain. 

The days went by, and every day the 
wee birds were a little bigger than they 
were the day before. Their feathers be- 
gan to grow, and they did not cry.as much 
as they had done when they were younger. 
Soon they had grown so big that there 
was scarcely room for them all in the 
little brown nest. When they moved 
they squeezed each other’s wings and 
trod upon one another’s toes. At last a 
day came when the biggest of them could 
look over the edge of the nest when he 
stood on, tiptoe. He could see the little 
green world of the apple tree and the 
blue sky that is like the floor of heaven, 
He wanted to go out into it, but he was 
afraid to leave the nest. 

One day he really did flutter off and 
got as far as the branch below the fork 
of the tree. He had found his wings 
and soon he learned to fly farther and 
farther away, and only now and then did 
he find his way back to the little brown 
nest. Sometimes the little nest was. sad, 
missing the bird that had flown away. 

“T still have the other two,” she told 
herself. 

But they grew only a little less slowly, 
and before many more days had come 
and gone they also-had found their wings 
and learned to fly, and the little brown 
nest that had guarded and protected them 
saw them no more. 

Once again the East Wind blew across 
the orchard and found the little brown 
nest in the fork of the old: apple tree, 
empty and cold. Once more he laughed 
in his savage way. 

“Was-I not right?” he said. “The sur- 
prise came as the thrushes said. But 
what have you to show for it? Some 
bits of broken eggshell, blue as the floor 
of heaven, lying on the ground, and you 
are empty and deserted. And for all 
your sacrifice and care that is all you 
have to show.” P 

The little brown nest laughed happily 
to herself. “You-do not know the won- 
derful secret that is mine. Listen!’ 

Far above them: in the highest crown 
of the apple tree the thrushes’ song rang 
out in a chorus so’ sweet and loud that 
men stopped their work and their talk 
to listen and to praise. 

“That was my surprise,” the little 
brown nest said, “the broken eggshells 
were only the’ jewel cases, as the thrushes 
said, those birds are the jewels, and they 
are mine, though I share their music with 
the world.” 

Hushed and quieted, the bleak East 
Wind went on his way and said not an- 
other word. 


There’s an empty nest, 
And a grief unguessed, 
And a lonely heart—no More? 
There’s a bird a-sing, 
On a buoyant wing, 
Soaring to Heaven’s doof, 


Gosport, ENG. 


What The Sunday School Times és 
seeking to do through the every week 
issue of the paper it is likewise seekin 
to do in the publishing of books. Bac 
of the Book Department of The Sunday 
School Times is the steady purpose to find 
and to publish books that are really needed 
in the Christian life and in Christian serv- 
tce. Descriptive lists of book publica- 
tions will be sent free to those who will 
address The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
These lists may contain just the books that 
will meet your particular needs, or the 
Book Department stands ready to furnish 
special information on other books. 
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BOOKS to help you 
‘understand CHINA 


. 


CHINA FROM WITHIN Charles Ernest Scott 


‘* Dr, Scott has not only journeyed over the greater part of China, in- 
cluding provinces seldom visited by aliens, but he has lived among tne 
people, learning their real life. Teacher and administrator, his broad 
experience and his close and sympathetic study of present-day condi- 
tions, little understood by foreigners, renders his book as interesting 
and valuable to the general reader as to those concerned with the prob- 
lems of mission work.’’— Boston Evening Transcript. $2.00 


ANSWERED PRAYER IN CHINA Charles Ernest Scott 


Some prayer-experiences of present-day Chinese Christians. A vivid 
narrative by a veteran missionary, of ‘‘what God hath wrought’’ in a 
hard field. A challenge and an encouragement to all Christians. $1.50 


HOW I KNOW GOD ANSWERS PRAYER Rosalind Goforth 
Mrs. Goforth knows because she has proved it—from guidance in the 
smallest details of life to deliverance in life and death struggles in the 
Boxer rebellion. An intimate and wonderful record reminding one of 
the life of George Mueller. $1.25 

DRAGON’S END Josephine Hope Westervelt 
A thrilling story of pioneer mission work in one of the bandit-ridden 


























sections of China. Of special interest to young people. $1.25 
CHINA CHATS F. F. Helmer 
Talks with children about ‘* Old China’s Young Folks.’’ Told in a 


lively, vivid style that will keep every one interested and absorbed. 
With 40 illustrations. $1.00 


PEARL’S SECRET Mrs. Howard Taylo: 


A beautiful gift book for girls, giving the interesting story of the little 
daughter of a missionary in China. Illustrated. 75 cents 


WITH P’U AND HIS BRIGANDS Mrs. Howard Taylor 
The marvelous story of God’s dealings in the capture and release of 
Dr. and Mrs. Taylor from a band of murderous brigands. 85 cents 


CHINA’S CHRISTIAN ARMY George T. B. Davis 
The director of the Million Testaments for China campaign, in inti- 
mate touch with General Feng for many months, here tells the inspir- 
ing story of China’s Christian General and his soldiers as he personally 
saw them in 1924. Paper, 75 cents, cloth, $1.25 


Please add 10 percent for postage ; 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 1031 Walnut Street, Phila. 


A Book That is Stirring 


England and America 
THE WORLD’S UNREST: VISIONS OF THEDAWN By Christabel Pankhurst 


A thoughtful, comprehensive study and analysis of world conditions that will challenge 
the attention of many, both inside the church and out. 
‘* Here is intelligence of both the Word and the world — evidence of wide reading and 
thorough investigation.'’—vangelical Christian. 
‘It is a difficult book to lay down till it has been read through to the end, and the 
Christian who denies himself the opportunity of reading it is doing himself a real 
injustice. It is no extravagance to say that it will transform the mental and spiritual life 
of every thoughtful, open-minded reader." — Zhe Sunday School Times. 

$2, postage 15 cents 

















‘*An Epoch and a Turning Point 


in the Present Religious Controversy’”’ 


A SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATION OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 
By Robert Dick Wilson, Ph.D., D.D. 


This is the eagerly awaited volume from the pea of the great Princeton scholar, giving 
in detail his conclusions and the reasons for his belief in the accuracy and inspiration of 
the Old Testament Scriptures, A convincing argument based on an exhaustive study of 
the text, grammar and vocabulary. 





Eminent scholars, who weigh their words carefully, praise this book in terms which 
sound almost extravagant. The quotation above the title in this advertisement is the 
way Dr. Leander S. Keyser describes it; and Dr. Melvin Grove Kyle says, ‘‘Few men 
would ever be able to produce such a book, and aot while this book remains and the 
English language is spoken, will such a one again be needed."' $2, 15 cents 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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The Victorious Life 














Spring Refreshing at 
America’s Keswick 


Ww: could be more delightful and 
refreshing during these beautiful 
spring days than a week at America’s 
Keswick, Keswick Grove, N. J.? If you 
have never seen nature awake from her 
long winter sleep and burst into leaf and 
flower, a vacation at Keswick during the 
early spring will be an experience never 
to be forgotten. 

The Bible Center at America’s Keswick 
is bringing rich blessing to visitors and 
workers.. A number of well-known Bible 
teachers have been spending a week at a 
tiie at Keswick throughout the winter, 
giving daily studies of the Bible te which 
all are welcome, The teachers secured 
ior the near future are as follows: 

April 18-23.—Howard A. Banks, Litt.D., for- 
mer Associate Editor of The Sunday School 
Times, now Editor of Christ Life. 

April 25-30.—The Rev. T. Roland Philips, of 
Arlington Presbyterian Church, Baltimore. 


Will you be one to share in this un- 
usual opportunity for healthful rest and 
refreshment and rich Bible study, and are 
you telling your friends and acquaintances 
about it? For information and reserva- 
tion please address Addison C. Raws, 
Secretary, Keswick Grove, N. J. 

It is not too early for many to begin 
to plan for the summer Victorious Life 
Conferences at Keswick. These are the 
coming conferences :_ 

June 25 to July 3.—Student Conference, 
July 9-17.—Victorious Life Conference, 
July 23-31.— “ ss “ 
Aug. 6-14.— “ “ “ 
Aug. 20-28.— 30: = $i 
Sept. 2-5.—Labor Day Week-End “ 

For information concerning the confer- 
ences please address the Victorious Life 
Testimony, Rooms 80-82 Stafford Build- 
ing, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Vancouver’s New Mission for 
Japanese Seamen 


NEW and unusual work of spread- 

ing the Gospel has been begun in 
Vancouver, British Columbia. It is the 
result of the vision of Captain William 
H. Price and his wife, Edith F.. Price. 
Captain Price for five years taught navi- 
gation in the Kobe Nautical College of 
Japan, where he was markedly used in 
giving the Gospel to Japanese seamen and 
students at the college. Due to the ill 
health of Mrs. Price it became necessary 
for them to return to America early in 
1926, and after a brief time they were 
led to Vancouver, once more to take up 
work among Japanese seamen. 

Vancouver is an important trade cen- 
ter in commerce between British Colum- 
bia and the Orient, and a daily average 
of six Japanése steamers are to be found 
docked along its wharves. In addition 
to ine large numbers of Japanese seamen 
coming into the .port on these steamers, 
there is in Vancouver a prosperous Jap- 
anese quarter with about ten thousand 
Japanese. 

Since Captain and Mrs. Price have be- 
gun the work among the seamen, oppor- 
tunity has also opened for the teaching 
of a Bible class for Japanese young busi- 
ness men. This class meets during the 
regular Sunday-school hour at the Cen- 
tral Presbyterian Church... Captain Price 
reports: 

“We try to spend a good 


rtion of 
the hour in prayer. The first 


unday we 


‘met, only one Japanese prayed; last Sun- 


day, we praise God that he enabled seven 
to pray, the unsaved seeking in repentance. 
We believe there are large and wide pos- 
sibilities for God and the Gospel through 
this class. : 

“Te last Sunday in the month we visit 
a community of Japanese berry growers 
at a small town called Hayney. There we 
conduct a Sunday-school, a Bible read- 
ing for adult Japanese, and in the eve- 
ning an evangelistic service for both Jap- 
anese and white people. 

“Our work in the ships is also most 
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encouraging. We are meeting several of 
our old students from Japan, who are 
now serving as apprentice officers and en- 
gineers in their steamers trading between 
the Orient and. British Columbia. We 
have the joy of taking some to church, 
praying with them, and distributing Gos- 
pels and tracts among them and other 
members of the crew. We give many 
introductions to our Christian brethren 
in Japan, and also write ahead to prepare 
our brethren in Japan to expect and look 
out for those we have ministered to here. 
We continue to praise God for all his 
mercies. 

Will you not remember Captain and 
Mrs. Price and the Japan Seamen’s Mis- 
sion, putting them, if God should so lead, 
upon your prayer list, and asking God 
that the work may grow and be mightily 
used of him? Will you not also ask that 
every need for the work may be met, that 
if it is God’s will suitable headquarters 
may be found and that funds may come 
in to maintain the work? There is great 
need at the present for a car to facilitate 
the ministry to the men on _ shipboard. 

Any gifts that you may be led to make 
for this work may be forwarded to Cap- 
tain William H. Price, the Japan Sea- 
men’s Mission, 426 Twelfth Avenue, 
West, Vancouver, B. C. 








With the New Books| 





The Parables of the Old Testament. 
(Revised enlarged edition.) By Clarence 
Edward Macartney, D.D. (Fleming H. 
Revell Co., New York, $1.50.) Unless 
you know your Bible unusually well this 
volume will hold a good many surprises 
in store for you. Did you ever hear of 
the parable of the lost prisoner, or the 
two eagles, or the ploughman, or beauty 
and bands, and the chambers of imagery? 
Dr. Macartney’s excursions into the par- 
ables of the Old Testament show some of 
the spiritual riches that lie hidden in these 
little known stories, and indicate that he 
is not only a fearless defender of the 
faith, but a keen studert of the Word as 
well. This is a book for stimulating 
study. ° 

The Budding Fig Tree. By Frank M. 
Boyd. (The Gospel Publishing House, 
Springfield, Mo., 50 cents.) Has Scrip- 
ture anything definite to say about the 
future? Is it possible to know something 
about what is to happen in ages yet to 
come? Evangelical Bible students are 
practically unanimous in an affirmative 
answer. Christ certainly spoke plainly 
enough in the twenty-fourth of Matthew 
about the future-of Israel and Jerusalem. 
The destruction of the city is described 
with particularity and circumstantiality. 
In this book the author discusses the fu- 
ture history of that same people and city, 
and does so clearly and logically. He is 
premiilenarian in his viewpoint, and he 
avoids extravagances in his exposition. 
It is a good, brief treatment of the sub- 
ject. 

God’s Code of Morals. By P. B. Fitz- 
water, D.D. (Bible Institute Colportage 
Association, Chicago, 30 cents.) Thought- 
ful persons in all ages have regarded the 
Ten Commandments as the most perfect 
moral standard the world has ever known. 
That they are the basis of the modern 
legal codes is almost a truism, and that 
blessing follows those who are guided by 
their principles is the testimony of Scrip- 
ture and experience. Dr. Fitzwater has 
attempted in this brief study to apply 
these moral principles to modern life and 
conditions. The result is both startling 
and searching. That every reader will 
not agree with all the author’s conclusions 
is probable, but that he has pointed out 
one of the great needs of the time is 
equally clear. While some may suppose 
he has inclined too far toward legalism, 
perhaps this emphasis may be needed as 
a corrective of the modern tendencies to 
license. 


A Righteousness of God for Useione 
eoue Men. By E. J. Forrester, D.D., 
LL.D. (George H. Doran Co., New York, 
$2, net.) Paul’s letter to the Romans 
has been strikingly called “the vestibule 
to the New Testament Epistles.” To be 
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Lesson for April 24 
Mark 9 :a-10; 2 Peter 1 : 16-18 


ignorant of this epistle is to be lacking in 
understanding of Christian doctrine. This 
devotional and practical exposition of the 
Epistle to the Romans gives evidence of 
the author’s patient study and thorough 
research, yet it is not encumbered with 
critical discussions in theological terms 
nor with diverting references. 

It follows the orthodox and evangelical 
viewpoint and is certain to give one a 
fresh and, to many, a new conception 
of the Gospel of Christ as related to 
God’s righteousness. It is written with 
great understanding; — perplexing and ab- 
sorbing questions are not evaded, but an- 
swered with clear exposition. It is a most 
acceptable work and deserves not a read- 
ing only, but study, for it is certain to 
meet some need in the life of every Chris- 
tian reader. 


Watching the Cross. By J. D. Jones, 
M.A., D.D. (George H. Doran Co., New 
York, $2, net.) Dr. Jones is doubtless 
one of the foremost pulpiteers of the day, 
and his books partake of the same charm 
that “makes his oral ministry so accep- 
table. In this series of expositions, there 
is much that is both interesting and prof- 
itable, and the presentation of the ac- 
count of the crucifixion is most graphic. 
The book is open to a serious criticism, 
however. In the author’s treatment of 
the humiliation of Christ, he makes un- 
necessary concessions to modern critical 
views of Christ’s person. Dr. Jones de- 
nies to him the possession of the divine 
attributes during his state of humiliation, 
thus making the self-emptyitig of Philip- 

jans 2:5 to go beyond proper limits. 
Bouibttese there are difficulties at this 
point, but the best conservative thought 
is agreed that there was no surrender of 
the attributes during the humiliation, but 
only a surrender of their independent ex- 
ercise. Their surrender would logically 
involve a surrender of deity itself, for 
how can the essence of God be withdrawn 
from the attributes? This is a serious 
weakening of the author’s position, and 
results in the marring of an otherwise 
helpful book. 


The Menace of Mormonism. By A. F. 
Gray. (Gospel Trumpet Co., Anderson, 
Ind., 75 cents.) Is Mormonism a men- 
ace? This is a question which the aver- 
age American would be unable to answer 


because of his ignorance of the religion. | 


This book is an attempt to judge the sys- 
tem by Scripture, comparing its funda- 
mental doctrines with that infallible 


‘standard. Judged thus, it appears that 


Mormonism denies the Trinity as that 
fact has been understood by the Church 
in all ages. It follows from this, of 
course, that the deity of Christ_and the 
Holy Spirit is also denied. Salvation 
is altogether by works, and it is a ques- 
tion whether it is even possible outside 
the pale of the Mormon Church. The 
ethical teachings of this system are also 
open to criticism. While polygamy is no 
longer openly practiced, a law of the 
United States having forbidden it, be- 
lief in it still continues, and it is stil 
taught that it is a proper practice. There 
is also the “celestial marriage,” a custom 
which has little to commend it, and there 
was once a time when “blood atonement” 
was both taught and followed. According 
to this doctrine there are some sins which 
can only be atoned for by the shedding 
of the blood of the sinner. Under these 
circumstances it was held that if one’s 
neighbor “wants salvation and it is nec- 
essary to spill his blood on earth in or- 
der that he may be saved, spill it.” In 
commenting on this teaching the author 
says: “We do not charge that they either 
teach-or practice it now. We refer to 
it as a fruit of Mormonism. A system 
that could bear such fruit at one time 
may be capable of bearing it again under 
favorable circumstances.” Mr. Gray has 
put the facts about this cult into concise 
and simple form, and his book will be 
welcomed by all who desire knowledge 
concerning this religious aberration. 


The Ten Greatest Words About Jesus. 
By J. C. Massee, D.D. (George H. Doran 
Co., New York, $1.50, net.) The work 
of Dr. Massee is becoming increasingly 
familiar to a widening circle of acquaint- 
ances, for the past two or three years 


’ fhave witnessed considerable literary ac- 


tivity on his part. He has an easy pleas- 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


ing style, and a gracious spirit character- 
izes all his writings. In this, his latest 
book, he has selected ten different testi- 
monies to Christ borne by diverse wit- 
nesses, which he holds to be representa- 
tive. And yet, although the witnesses 
are diverse, the unity of their testimony 
is most interesting. Angels and men, 
friends and enemies were ali agreed that 
Christ was unique, and neither his critics 
nor his judges found one fault in him. 
There are some points on which there 
will not be entire agreement with Dr. 
Massee, though they are probably not 
fundamental. His denominational presup- 
positions lead him to conclusions which 
will be rejected by some readers, though 
it is only fair to say that the author does 
not show a disposition to obtrude these 
views unduly. Likewise his interpreta- 
tion of Matthew 16:18 is not the one 
usually favored by expositors outside the 
Roman communion. That Peter was in 
no sense the rock on which the Church 
is built has been strenuously insisted by 
most Protestant divines since the Refor- 
mation, a position which Dr. Massee re- 
jects. His argument against the accepted 
Protestant view is brief, and, it must be 
urged, is lacking in cogency. The book, 
as a whole, however, has merit, and is 
well worth reading. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





May 1. What Vocations Are Worth While? 
1 Cor. 3: 6-16. (Consecration meeting.) 
May 8. Elements in Ideal Home Life. Eph. 
6: 1-9. 

May 15. How to Become a Leader. 2 Tim. 
231-7. 

May 22. Bible Guide-Posts. Psa. 119 : 9-16. 





Sunday, April 24 
If I Were to Be a Foreign Missionary, 
What Country Would I Choose? 
Why? (Acts 1:8) 





Mon.—A man who said “No” (Jonah 1: 
1-3). 

Tues.—Ready for anything (Isa. 6: 8). 

Wed.—Seeking God’s will (Acts 16 : 9-13). 

Thurs.—Beginning at home (Luke 24: 
44-48). 

Fri—Where the task is hard (Rom. 1: 
8-16). 

Sat.—Where need is greatest (Matt. 9: 
35-38). 











What considerations would influence me in 
choosing ? 


Should a missionary have a preference? 
Why? 


What do you think is the most needy coun- 
try today ? 


HE elder of two men was once urg- 
ing upon the younger the claim of 
Christian work in mission countries. The 
latter answered with an excuse that had 
a familiar ring: 
“But I have never felt any compelling 
call to give my life in that way.” 
“Are ‘you sure you are within calling 
distance?” was the disquieting reply. 


we 

We know from the Word that all who 
have accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as 
their Saviour have been brought within 
calling distance, for we who were some- 
times “far off are made nigh by the blood 
of Christ” (Eph. 2:13). 

We learn, too, from John 15 that we 
must be abiding in- the Lord Jesus Christ, 
in close fellowship with him if we are 
to do any work for him, or to bear fruit 
for him. 

Many things may dtaw us away from 
our Lord so that we may not hear readily 
his voice. The music of worldly pleas- 
ure and. the voices of worldly companions 
may so fill our ears that we cannot hear 
his call. The pursuit of’ our own ambi- 
tions and desires may lead us far from 
his side and fellowship, children of his 
though we may be. We even may be 
endeavoring to do his work, but so intent 
upon doing what we have chosen, and so 
dependent upon our own strength for the 





doing of it, that it may be difficult for 
him to show us his way. 


we 
_It would seem then that the first con- 
sideration, in choosing to be a, missionary, 
would be to be certain that we are within 
calling distance, to be sure that we have 
accepted him as Saviour, and then to 
come to-him in utter surrender of all our 
desires and plans, and«ask him to show us 
his - will, 
we 


Let us not be concerned about “feeling” 
a call, As Mrs, J. Harvey Borton, a for- 
mer missionary to India, and now a mem- 
ber of the Council of the Victorious Life 
Testimony, so pointedly brings out in the 
missionary meetings at America’s Kes- 
wick, we do. not. “feel” calls. If one of 
our family were to-tell us that a few mo- 
ments before they had called us, we would 
not reply, “Why, I didn’t feel you call.” 
We hear a call, and every Christian who 
has heard or read a, presentation of the 
missionary need or who has read Mat- 
thew: 28: 19, 20 or Mark 16:15 has heard 


a call, and the question that really pre- : 
sents itself is, “To what field of the Mas- ; 


ter’s work am I called?” 


b 4 

Paul in Ephesians 2: 10 makes it plain 
that God has mapped our life program, 
and whoe should better be able to tell us 
to what field we are called than the one 
who calls us? 
to God and asking, that we may knew 
where he would have us serve. It may 


not be in the foreign field at-all, it may . 


be at home, it may be in some needy sec- 
tion of our own country, or it may be in 
the farthest reaches of Asia or Africa or 
South America, but unless. we go to the 
place that he has planned. for us, we are 
just as much out of his will as if we had 
never responded to the call at all. 


God often uses the human preferences 
to indicate that place he has planned for 
us. We may have heard or read of the 
terrible need in a certain field and have 
had our heart touched with compassion 


It is. oniy, then, by going . 
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for that particular people. We must be 
careful, however, not to trust entirely our 
own feelings. Unless we have surren- 
dered our own inclination to God, it may, 
lead us astray. We can, however, defi- 
nitely pray that, if the field of our prefer- 
ence is God’s will, he will strengthen our: 
| desire, and if not, he will take the desire 
out of our heart. We can literally claim 
Psalm 37:4 and 5. 
we 


It will be helpful in answering the ques- | 
tion, “What do you think is the most 
needy country today?” if you will as-' 
sign the principal mission fields to differ- 
ent members of your young people’s so-' 
ciety, asking them to tell what are the 
needs in these fields and the extent of 
, the territory as yet untouched or only 
partially provided for by missionaries, 
Your own denominational mission board 
will be glad to give you information as 
to your denominational work in these 
fields. The faith missions, such as the| 
China Inland Mission, 237 West School} 
Lane, Germantown, Philadelphia, the | ° 
Christian and Missionary Alliance, 260! 
West Forty-fourth Street, New York: 
City, and the like, will be glad to furnish 
you with material and literature. 

An important part of such a presenta- 
tion of the needs will be those of the un- 
reached fields of the world for which no 
mission board is as yet making provision, 
The Pioneer Mission Agency, 80-82 Staf- 
| ford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Phil- 
-ade!phia, will send you literature telling 
about these unreached fields, if you will 
write them for it. It will be helpful 
prayerfully to ask the members of your 
young people’s society to decide for them- 
selves, as they hear the presentation of 
the needs of the different fields, which, to 
them, seems to_be the most needy. 





Do I purpose to be a foreign missionary 
if the Lord shows me that that is his will 
for me? 


Can he use me now at home? 
Am I willing to follow his choice for my life? 
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the 49 chapters. 344 pages, only $1.25. 


GRACE 


In this careful study Grace is shown to be 
the very heart of Christianity: The funda- 
mental distinctions between Law and Grace 
are shown, with’ practical applications to 
every-day life, including a complete analysis 
of_the Sabbath question. Of great value to 
every Christian, and especially important for 
soul-winners. A complete answer to every 
form: of Modernism, Legalism, and Seventh- 
Dayism. 394 pages, $1.50. 


SATAN 


A clear exposition of Satan’s origin, sin, 
purpose, method, and end, as well as his 
connection with modern cults and modern 
social reform. “Satan’s ambition w/ not to 
become a fiend, but rather to become LIKE 
the Most High. The Satanic ideal of this age 
is then an improved social order ... and his 
message reformation and self-development”— 
all, of course, without the atoning work of 
Christ. 163 pages, $1.00. 


SALVATION 


This book has received the highest press 
and personal commendation. The great doc- 
trines of the cross, salvation and the eterna] 
security of the believer are unfolded. It is 
a hand book for every earnest Christian. 

152 pages, $1.00. 
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For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily .Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. - 


“Nothing Else Like It in America!’ 


y= a thousand missianary repre- 
sentatives actually in service on the 
foreign field, and all of them thoroughly 
evangelical! All these besides the thou- 
sands of former students in the homeland 
who are standing like a Gibraltar against 
the onslaughts of Modernism. What 
third-of-a-century-old Christian educa- 
tional institution in America other than 
the Moody Bible Institute of Chicago can 
show such a record? These lines are be- 
ing written on the closing day of Foun- 
der’s Week Conference, February 5, 
which would be D, L. Moody’s ninetieth 
birthday had he lived; and what a Con- 
ference this has been! What exaltation 
of the name of Christ! What revelation 
of marvelous achievement! What in- 
spiration both to students and _ visitors! 
Moody’s far-seeing vision is being brought 
to golden realization. His faith and 
prayers are being richly rewarded. He 
is more alive today, a thousandfold more 
alive, than when he bade adieu to the 
scenes of earth, Does the “wholly sur- 
rendered life” pay? It pays as none 
ether! 
April 18 to 24 

Mon.—Mark 9 ; 2-10. 

Peter at the Transfiguration. 


Peter, James, John, the “inner three.” 
Those who live closest to the Lord are 
those for whom he. reserves his choicest 
blessings. He prepared them for the vis- 
ion by leading them “up,” “apart,” “by 
themselves.” Immediately following, “they 
saw no man any more, save Jesus only 
with themselves.’ Have you ever had 
such a vision? 


Prayer Succestions: Be sure to read 
the Introduction; then let us give to the 
Moody Bible Institute and its President, 
Dr. James M. Gray, and to his associ- 
ates, such a placé in our prayers as prob- 
ably we have never given them. Pra 
daily for the spiritual life of the Insti- 
tute, and for the supply of all its tem- 
poral needs. 


Tues.—2 Peter 1 : 12-21. 
The Testimony of Peter. 
That “high mountain” vision (Mark 9: 
2) made a deeper impression upon the 
disciples, particularly upon Peter, than 
was at first apparerit. “No man any 
more,” referring at first to mere bodily 
presence, became at Pentecost a veritable 
reality (Acts 4: 8-13). The spiritual vis- 
ion which on one side of the cross may 
seem to mean one thing may come to mean 
a very different thing-on the other side. 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for every 
thoroughly evangelical Bible training 
school in America. Mention such as you 
can by name, and remember them defi- 
nitely in your prayers. Ask God to kecp 
out all spirit of disloyalty to evangelical 
truth; also to make each one as thor- 
oughly evangelistic im practice as it ts 
evangelical in principle, 
Wed.—John 5 : 30-40. 
The Witness of the Father. 


John’s Gospel is the book of testimony 
to the deity of Christ. Witness follows 
witness/until the case is absolutely proved. 
Four such witnesses are “called into 
court” in today’s reading, Name them 
(vs. 33, 36, 37, 30)+ Would you prove 
his deity to your own satisfaction? Any 
honest man may do so (7:17). 


Prayer Suacestions: In connection 
with the widespread sowing of John’s 
Gospel, the Scripture Gift Mission of 
Philadelphia was mentioned last weck and 
prayer requested for it. Two other agen- 
cies furnishing Gospels at a very low rate 
are the New York Bible Society (5 East 
Forty-etghth Street) and the Bible Insti- 
tute Colportage Association (843 North 
Wells Street, Chicago). Pray for both. 





Thurs.—John 12 : 23-32. 
The Voice from Heaven. 


A man came into the writer's. office 
recently, troubled because, as he said, he 
had never--heard God’s audible voice 
speaking to him. Beware, reader, the 
seeking of visible “signs” and audible 
“voices.” - You may obtain them, not from 
above, but from below. The Spirit’s 
language is to the obedient heart through 
the Word. 


Prayer Suacestions: Pray for The 
Evangelical Student (Princeton, N. J.), 
organ of The League of Evangelical Stu- 
dents. Pray for all the constituent mem- 
bers of this splendid organization through- 
out America. Pray that its activities may 
spread to every institution where there are 
students who will heartily co-operate. 


Fri—2 Corinthians 3 : 7-18. 
The Glory of the Lord. 


How marvelous! He who-looks into a 
mirror sees merely his own reflected face. 
But he who with “open face” (unveiled, 
or with child-hearted simplicity) looks by 
faith into His face is so changed thereby 
that now he sees not his own reflected 
likeness but that adorable Facet (Ci. 1 
John 3:2.) 

Prayer Suacestions: Pray for the 
missicuary activities of the Christian and 
Missionary Alliance. Remember the Rev. 
A. C. Snead on his present six months 
tour to French Indo-China, ‘the Philip- 
pines, and other fields abroad. Pray much 
and earnestly for every Asiatic field: 
China, Japan, Korea, India, Arabia, Pal- 
estine, and-all the rest. 

Sat.—Revelation 1 : 9-18. 
The Glorified Saviour. 


John beheld, not “by faith,” but by 
sight; and it was more than mortal man 
could endure. Contemplate then the. fate 
of the impenitent man between whom and 
God the earthly screen is suddenly re- 
moved. “Our God is a consuming fire” 
(Heb. 12:29), whose brightness “de- 
stroys” (2 Thess. 2:8), whose face ter- 
rifies (Rev. 20:11). 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for_the 
American Mission to Lepers (156 Fifth 
Avenue, New York City), and for all tts | 
well performed lines of service. Pray 
for the Inland South America Mission- 
ary Union (113 Fulton Street, New York 
City), and for all other Latin America 
missionary organizations. The needs are 
urgent, si 
Sun.—Isaiah 6:1-8. A Glorious Vision. 

Six times in the preceding chapter 
Isaiah had declared, “Woe uito them”; 
but now, when he beholds for himself the 
unveiled holiness of Jehovah, he cries 
out, “Woe is me! for I am undone.” Is 
not this what the Church, and each in- 
dividual member, needs today more than 
all else? God’s holiness discloses sin’s 
heinousness as nothing else does or can, 

Prayer Succestions: Don’t - forget 
your daily prayer list. This should be 
one of _the day’s first duties, AND JOYS. 
Check up on yourself frequently. Am I 
an “inner chamber” believer? A soul- 
winning believer? A fruit-bearing be- 
liever? A tithe-paying believer? A be- 
liever whose daily conduct is morally al- 
together-above reproach? Dear one, PRAY 
MUCH. 


FREE 


A copy of “ Pilgrims in India,” an intensely 
interesting book of the intimate life of our 
missionaries in India and the work is do- 
ing in that country. Send for a copy. Ameri- 
can address, WM. NORTON, P.O. Box 474, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Interdenominational, Faith Mission in India 

















TEACHERS—MINISTERS 


Systematic Bible Study will appeal to you. 
30 minutes daily means success. 


0 tudents and graduates encircle the 
globe. Write for FREE CATALOGUE. 
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AFRICA INCAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn,N.Y. 


At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 





500 African teachers. Literature on request. 


Pray for This Work of Faith 
Brookes Bible Institute 


2051 Park Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. 


A School planted by God and kept by God 
for the training of His people in the use of His 
Word as His witnesses in Home and Foreign 
Missions and S. S. Work. 

The well-known, Fundamental truths of the 
Bible in every class. Tuition free. ~Resident 
students contribute $5.00 -weekly toward the 
expense of Lodging and Board. Write for 


catalog. 
5000 Workers WANTED 


to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books and 
me v Scripture mottoes. Good 


commission. 
Send for Free Catalog and Price List 
GEORGE W. NOBLE, Publisher 
Dept. 6 M. Monon Bldg. Chicago, Ill, 


BIBLE UNIVERSITY COURSE 


Leading to graduation. Study at home. Gradtate 
in 30 months. Best books. For announcement, write 
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Advertising Rates 
90 cents per line, $12.60 per inch, each 
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Religious Press Association, 
Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia. 


Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries, 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50, 

$1.50—Five or more cepies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
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for every ten paid for in a club. 


TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 


The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage 
on a subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications, . : 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
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for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and 
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‘ CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
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as the new address whenever you request 
a change in your address. If in a club, 
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The paper is not sent to any subscriber 
beyond the time paid for, except by spe- 
cial request. 

The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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